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YEAR 1, PROPER 16, THURSDAY: MASS 
 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the  

First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians 
Therefore when we could bear it no longer, we were 
willing to be left behind at Athens alone, and we sent 
Timothy, our brother and God’s servant in the gospel 
of Christ, to establish you in your faith and to exhort 
you, that no one be moved by these afflictions. You 
yourselves know that this is to be our lot. For when 
we were with you, we told you beforehand that we 
were to suffer affliction; just as it has come to pass, 
and as you know. For this reason, when I could bear it 
no longer, I sent that I might know your faith, for fear 
that somehow the tempter had tempted you and that 
our labor would be in vain. But now that Timothy has 
come to us from you, and has brought us the good 
news of your faith and love and reported that you 
always remember us kindly and long to see us, as we 
long to see you—for this reason, brethren, in all our 
distress and affliction we have been comforted about 
you through your faith; for now we live, if you stand 
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fast in the Lord. For what thanksgiving can we render 
to God for you, for all the joy which we feel for your 
sake before our God, praying earnestly night and day 
that we may see you face to face and supply what is 
lacking in your faith? Now may our God and Father 
himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you; 
and may the Lord make you increase and abound in 
love to one another and to all men, as we do to you, so 
that he may establish your hearts unblamable in 
holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of 
our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
Psalm 90:13–17 
The Reader says 
Please join me in reading Psalm 90, verses 13 through 
17, found in the red Prayer Book beginning on page 
718. 
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.) 
 
13 Return, O Lord; how long will you tarry? * 

  be gracious to your servants. 
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14 Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the  
    morning; * 

  so shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our  
   life. 

 
15 Make us glad by the measure of the days that you  
    afflicted us * 

  and the years in which we suffered adversity. 
 
16 Show your servants your works * 

  and your splendor to their children. 
 
17 May the graciousness of the Lord our God be  

upon us; * 
  prosper the work of our hands; 
  prosper our handiwork. 

 
Please turn the page to lead the Gospel Acclamation.  
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The Gospel Acclamation 
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation. 
Reader  Alleluia. 
People  Alleluia. 
Reader  I will bless the Lord at all times, * 
     his praise shall ever be in my mouth. 
People  Alleluia. 
 
The Reader returns to his or her seat. 
 
 
The Holy Gospel 
The Minister says  The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 

Minister  The Holy Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew. 

People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Jesus said to his disciples, “Watch therefore, for you 
do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But 
know this, that if the householder had known in what 
part of the night the thief was coming, he would have 
watched and would not have let his house be broken 
into. Therefore you also must be ready; for the Son of 
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man is coming at an hour you do not expect. Who 
then is the faithful and wise servant, whom his master 
has set over his household, to give them their food at 
the proper time? Blessed is that servant whom his 
master when he comes will find so doing. Truly, I say 
to you, he will set him over all his possessions. But if 
that wicked servant says to himself, ‘My master is 
delayed,’ and begins to beat his fellow servants, and 
eats and drinks with the drunken, the master of that 
servant will come on a day when he does not expect 
him and at an hour he does not know, and will punish 
him, and put him with the hypocrites; there men will 
weep and gnash their teeth.” 
The Minister says  The Gospel of the Lord. 


