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YEAR 1, PROPER 17, SUNDAY: EVENING PRAYER 
 
For use with the First Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 
 

Zo'phar    ZOH-far 
Na'amathite   NAY-uh-mah-thite 
She'ol    SHEE-ol 

 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Book of Job 
Then Zo'phar the Na'amathite answered: “Should a 
multitude of words go unanswered, and a man full of 
talk be vindicated? Should your babble silence men, 
and when you mock, shall no one shame you? For you 
say, ‘My doctrine is pure, and I am clean in God’s 
eyes.’ But oh, that God would speak, and open his lips 
to you, and that he would tell you the secrets of 
wisdom! For he is manifold in understanding. Know 
then that God exacts of you less than your guilt 
deserves. Can you find out the deep things of God? 
Can you find out the limit of the Almighty? It is higher 
than heaven—what can you do? Deeper than She'ol—
what can you know? Its measure is longer than the 
earth, and broader than the sea. If you set your heart 
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aright, you will stretch out your hands toward him. If 
iniquity is in your hand, put it far away, and let not 
wickedness dwell in your tents. Surely then you will lift 
up your face without blemish; you will be secure, and 
will not fear. You will forget your misery; you will 
remember it as waters that have passed away. And 
your life will be brighter than the noonday; its 
darkness will be like the morning. And you will have 
confidence, because there is hope; you will be 
protected and take your rest in safety. You will lie 
down, and none will make you afraid; many will 
entreat your favor. But the eyes of the wicked will fail; 
all way of escape will be lost to them, and their hope is 
to breathe their last.” 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Gospel According to John 
Again Jesus said to Jews, “He who is of God hears the 
words of God; the reason why you do not hear them 
is that you are not of God.” The Jews answered him, 
“Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan 
and have a demon?” Jesus answered, “I have not a 
demon; but I honor my Father, and you dishonor me. 
Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is One who 
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seeks it and he will be the judge. Truly, truly, I say to 
you, if any one keeps my word, he will never see 
death.” The Jews said to him, “Now we know that you 
have a demon. Abraham died, as did the prophets; and 
you say, ‘If any one keeps my word, he will never taste 
death.’ Are you greater than our father Abraham, who 
died? And the prophets died! Who do you claim to 
be?” Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is 
nothing; it is my Father who glorifies me, of whom 
you say that he is your God. But you have not known 
him; I know him. If I said, I do not know him, I 
should be a liar like you; but I do know him and I keep 
his word. Your father Abraham rejoiced that he was to 
see my day; he saw it and was glad.” The Jews then 
said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have 
you seen Abraham?” Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, 
I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” So they took 
up stones to throw at him; but Jesus hid himself, and 
went out of the temple.  
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord.  


