YEAR 1, PROPER 17, MONDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Job

Then Job answered: “No doubt you are the people,
and wisdom will die with you. But I have
understanding as well as you; I am not inferior to you.
Who does not know such things as these? I am a
laughingstock to my friends; I, who called upon God
and he answered me, a just and blameless man, am a
laughingstock. In the thought of one who is at ease
there 1s contempt for misfortune; it is ready for those
whose feet slip. The tents of robbers are at peace, and
those who provoke God are secure, who bring their
god 1n their hand. With God are wisdom and might;
he has counsel and understanding. If he tears down,
none can rebuild; if he shuts a man in, none can open.
If he withholds the waters, they dry up; if he sends
them out, they overwhelm the land. With him are
strength and wisdom; the deceived and the decetver
are his. He leads counselors away stripped, and judges
he makes fools. He looses the bonds of kings, and
binds a waistcloth on their loins. He leads priests away
stripped, and overthrows the mighty. He deprives of
speech those who are trusted, and takes away the
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discernment of the elders. He pours contempt on
princes, and looses the belt of the strong. He uncovers
the deeps out of darkness, and brings deep darkness to
light. He makes nations great, and he destroys them:
he enlarges nations, and leads them away. He takes
away understanding from the chiefs of the people of
the earth, and makes them wander in a pathless waste.
They grope in the dark without light; and he makes
them stagger like a drunken man.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

For use with the Second Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Prophesy PRAH-fi-sigh

The Second 1.esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel According to Mark
And they led Jesus to the high priest; and all the chief
priests and the elders and the scribes were assembled.
And Peter had followed him at a distance, right into
the courtyard of the high priest; and he was sitting
with the guards, and warming himself at the fire. Now
the chief priests and the whole council sought
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testimony against Jesus to put him to death; but they
found none. For many bore false witness against him,
and their witness did not agree. And some stood up
and bore false witness against him, saying, “We heard
him say, ‘I will destroy this temple that 1s made with
hands, and in three days I will build another, not made
with hands.” ” Yet not even so did their testimony
agree. And the high priest stood up in the midst, and
asked Jesus, “Have you no answer to make? What 1s it
that these men testify against you?” But he was silent
and made no answer. Again the high priest asked him,
“Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?” And
Jesus said, “I am; and you will see the Son of man
seated at the right hand of Power, and coming with
the clouds of heaven.” And the high priest tore his
garments, and said, “Why do we still need witnesses?
You have heard his blasphemy. What is your
decision?” And they all condemned him as deserving
death. And some began to spit on him, and to cover
his face, and to strike him, saying to him, “Prophesy

And the guards received him with blows.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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