
YEAR 1, PROPER 17, TUESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  the Kings
So Solomon held the feast at that time, and all Israel 
with him, a great assembly, from the entrance of  
Ha'math to the Brook of  Egypt, before the LORD our 
God, seven days. On the eighth day he sent the people
away; and they blessed the king, and went to their 
homes joyful and glad of  heart for all the goodness 
that the LORD had shown to David his servant and to 
Israel his people. When Solomon had finished building
the house of  the LORD and the king’s house and all 
that Solomon desired to build, the LORD appeared to 
Solomon a second time, as he had appeared to him at 
Gibeon. And the LORD said to him, “I have heard 
your prayer and your supplication, which you have 
made before me; I have consecrated this house which 
you have built, and put my name there for ever; my 
eyes and my heart will be there for all time. And as for 
you, if  you will walk before me, as David your father 
walked, with integrity of  heart and uprightness, doing 
according to all that I have commanded you, and 
keeping my statutes and my ordinances, then I will 
establish your royal throne over Israel for ever, as I 
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promised David your father, saying, ‘There shall not 
fail you a man upon the throne of  Israel.’ But if  you 
turn aside from following me, you or your children, 
and do not keep my commandments and my statutes 
which I have set before you, but go and serve other 
gods and worship them, then I will cut off  Israel from
the land which I have given them; and the house 
which I have consecrated for my name I will cast out 
of  my sight; and Israel will become a proverb and a 
byword among all peoples. And this house will 
become a heap of  ruins; everyone passing by it will be 
astonished, and will hiss; and they will say, ‘Why has 
the LORD done thus to this land and to this house?’ 
Then they will say, ‘Because they forsook the LORD 
their God who brought their fathers out of  the land 
of  Egypt, and laid hold on other gods, and worshiped 
them and served them; therefore the LORD has 
brought all this evil upon them.’ ”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter of  James
What does it profit, my brethren, if  a man says he has 
faith but has not works? Can his faith save him? If  a 
brother or sister is ill-clad and in lack of  daily food, 
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and one of  you says to them, “Go in peace, be 
warmed and filled,” without giving them the things 
needed for the body, what does it profit? So faith by 
itself, if  it has no works, is dead. But some one will say,
“You have faith and I have works.” Show me your 
faith apart from your works, and I by my works will 
show you my faith. You believe that God is one; you 
do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder. Do 
you want to be shown, you shallow man, that faith 
apart from works is barren? Was not Abraham our 
father justified by works, when he offered his son 
Isaac upon the altar? You see that faith was active 
along with his works, and faith was completed by 
works, and the scripture was fulfilled which says, 
“Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him 
as righteousness”; and he was called the friend of  
God. You see that a man is justified by works and not 
by faith alone. And in the same way was not also 
Ra'hab the harlot justified by works when she received 
the messengers and sent them out another way? For as
the body apart from the spirit is dead, so faith apart 
from works is dead.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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