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YEAR 1, PROPER 17, WEDNESDAY:  
EVENING PRAYER 
 
For use with the First Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 
 

She'ol    SHEE-ol 
 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Book of Job 
Then Job answered: “Man that is born of a woman is 
of few days, and full of trouble. He comes forth like a 
flower, and withers; he flees like a shadow, and 
continues not. And dost thou open thy eyes upon such 
a one and bring him into judgment with thee? Who 
can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? There is not 
one. Since his days are determined, and the number of 
his months is with thee, and thou hast appointed his 
bounds that he cannot pass, look away from him, and 
desist, that he may enjoy, like a hireling, his day. For 
there is hope for a tree, if it be cut down, that it will 
sprout again, and that its shoots will not cease. 
Though its root grow old in the earth, and its stump 
die in the ground, yet at the scent of water it will bud 
and put forth branches like a young plant. But man 
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dies, and is laid low; man breathes his last, and where 
is he? As waters fail from a lake, and a river wastes 
away and dries up, so man lies down and rises not 
again; till the heavens are no more he will not awake, 
or be roused out of his sleep. Oh that thou wouldest 
hide me in She'ol, that thou wouldest conceal me until 
thy wrath be past, that thou wouldest appoint me a set 
time, and remember me! If a man die, shall he live 
again? All the days of my service I would wait, till my 
release should come. Thou wouldest call, and I would 
answer thee; thou wouldest long for the work of thy 
hands. For then thou wouldest number my steps, thou 
wouldest not keep watch over my sin; my 
transgression would be sealed up in a bag, and thou 
wouldest cover over my iniquity. But the mountain 
falls and crumbles away, and the rock is removed from 
its place; the waters wear away the stones; the torrents 
wash away the soil of the earth; so thou destroyest the 
hope of man. Thou prevailest for ever against him, 
and he passes; thou changest his countenance, and 
sendest him away. His sons come to honor, and he 
does not know it; they are brought low, and he 
perceives it not. He feels only the pain of his own 
body, and he mourns only for himself.” 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Gospel According to Mark 
And as soon as it was morning the chief priests, with 
the elders and scribes, and the whole council held a 
consultation; and they bound Jesus and led him away 
and delivered him to Pilate. And Pilate asked him, 
“Are you the King of the Jews?” And he answered 
him, “You have said so.” And the chief priests accused 
him of many things. And Pilate again asked him, 
“Have you no answer to make? See how many charges 
they bring against you.” But Jesus made no further 
answer, so that Pilate wondered. Now at the feast he 
used to release for them one prisoner for whom they 
asked. And among the rebels in prison, who had 
committed murder in the insurrection, there was a 
man called Barab'bas. And the crowd came up and 
began to ask Pilate to do as he was wont to do for 
them. And he answered them, “Do you want me to 
release for you the King of the Jews?” For he 
perceived that it was out of envy that the chief priests 
had delivered him up. But the chief priests stirred up 
the crowd to have him release for them Barab'bas 
instead. 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord.  


