YEAR 1, PROPER 17, FRIDAY: EVENING PRAYER

[Note: The traditional Prayer Book pronunciation for erred is
“arrd.”’/

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Job

Then Job answered: “How long will you torment me,
and break me in pieces with words? These ten times
you have cast reproach upon me; are you not ashamed
to wrong me? And even if it be true that I have erred,
my error remains with myself. If indeed you magnify
yourselves against me, and make my humiliation an
argument against me, know then that God has put me
in the wrong, and closed his net about me. Behold, I
cry out, ‘Violence!” but I am not answered; I call aloud,
but there is no justice. My kinsfolk and my close
friends have failed me; the guests in my house have
forgotten me; my maidservants count me as a stranget;
I have become an alien in their eyes. I call to my
servant, but he gives me no answer; I must beseech
him with my mouth. I am repulsive to my wite,
loathsome to the sons of my own mother. Even young
children despise me; when I rise they talk against me.
All my intimate friends abhor me, and those whom I
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loved have turned against me. My bones cleave to my
skin and to my flesh, and I have escaped by the skin of
my teeth. Have pity on me, have pity on me, O you
my friends, for the hand of God has touched me! Why
do you, like God, pursue me? Why are you not
satisfied with my flesh? Oh that my words were
written! Oh that they were inscribed in a book! Oh
that with an iron pen and lead they were graven in the
rock for ever! For I know that my Redeemer lives, and
at last he will stand upon the earth; and after my skin
has been thus destroyed, then from my flesh I shall see
God, whom I shall see on my side, and my eyes shall
behold, and not another. My heart faints within me!”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel According to Mark
And they brought Jesus to the place called Gol'gotha
(which means the place of a skull). And they offered
him wine mingled with myrrh; but he did not take it.
And they crucified him, and divided his garments
among them, casting lots for them, to decide what
each should take. And it was the third hour, when they
crucified him. And the inscription of the charge
against him read, “The King of the Jews.” And with
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him they crucified two robbers, one on his right and
one on his left. And those who passed by derided him,
wagging their heads, and saying, “Ahal You who
would destroy the temple and build it in three days,
save yourself, and come down from the cross!” So also
the chief priests mocked him to one another with the
scribes, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save
himself. Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come down
now from the cross, that we may see and believe.”
Those who were crucified with him also reviled him.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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