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The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the  

First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians 
But we would not have you ignorant, brethren, 
concerning those who are asleep, that you may not 
grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, 
through Jesus, God will bring with him those who 
have fallen asleep. For this we declare to you by the 
word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left 
until the coming of the Lord, shall not precede those 
who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will 
descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the 
archangel’s call, and with the sound of the trumpet of 
God. And the dead in Christ will rise first; then we 
who are alive, who are left, shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air; 
and so we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore 
comfort one another with these words. 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
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Psalm 96:1–8 
The Reader says 
Please join me in reading Psalm 96, verses 1 through 8, 
found in the red Prayer Book beginning on page 725. 
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.) 
 
1 Sing to the LORD a new song; * 
   sing to the LORD, all the whole earth. 
 
2 Sing to the LORD and bless his Name; * 

  proclaim the good news of his salvation from  
day to day. 

 
3 Declare his glory among the nations * 
   and his wonders among all peoples. 
 
4 For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; * 
   he is more to be feared than all gods. 
 
5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but  

idols; * 
   but it is the LORD who made the heavens. 
 
6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his  

presence! * 
   Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary! 
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7 Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples; * 
   ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 
 
8 Ascribe to the LORD the honor due his Name; * 
   bring offerings and come into his courts. 
 
 
The Gospel Acclamation 
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation. 
Reader  Alleluia. 
People  Alleluia. 
Reader  Your love, O Lord, for ever will I sing; * 
     from age to age my mouth will proclaim  

your faithfulness. 
People  Alleluia. 
 
The Reader returns to his or her seat. 
 
 
Please turn the page for the Gospel Lesson.  
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The Holy Gospel 
The Minister says  The Lord be with you. 
People    And also with you. 

Minister  The Holy Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
And Jesus came to Nazareth, where he had been 
brought up; and he went to the synagogue, as his 
custom was, on the sabbath day. And he stood up to 
read; and there was given to him the book of the 
prophet Isaiah. He opened the book and found the 
place where it was written, “The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, because he has anointed me to preach good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release 
to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to 
set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the 
acceptable year of the Lord.” And he closed the book, 
and gave it back to the attendant, and sat down; and 
the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 
And he began to say to them, “Today this scripture 
has been fulfilled in your hearing.” And all spoke well 
of him, and wondered at the gracious words which 
proceeded out of his mouth; and they said, “Is not this 
Joseph’s son?” And he said to them, “Doubtless you 
will quote to me this proverb, ‘Physician, heal yourself; 
what we have heard you did at Caper'na-um, do here 
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also in your own country.’ ” And he said, “Truly, I say 
to you, no prophet is acceptable in his own country. 
But in truth, I tell you, there were many widows in 
Israel in the days of Eli'jah, when the heaven was shut 
up three years and six months, when there came a 
great famine over all the land; and Eli'jah was sent to 
none of them but only to Zar'ephath, in the land of 
Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. And there were 
many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet 
Eli'sha; and none of them was cleansed, but only 
Na'aman the Syrian.” When they heard this, all in the 
synagogue were filled with wrath. And they rose up 
and put him out of the city, and led him to the brow 
of the hill on which their city was built, that they 
might throw him down headlong. But passing through 
the midst of them he went away. 
The Minister says  The Gospel of the Lord. 


