
YEAR 1, PROPER 18, SUNDAY: MORNING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Shemai'ah shi-MAY-uh or 
shi-MIGH-uh

Penu'el pin-YU-el

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  the Kings
When Rehobo'am came to Jerusalem, he assembled all
the house of  Judah, and the tribe of  Benjamin, a 
hundred and eighty thousand chosen warriors, to fight 
against the house of  Israel, to restore the kingdom to 
Rehobo'am the son of  Solomon. But the word of  
God came to Shemai'ah the man of  God: “Say to 
Rehobo'am the son of  Solomon, king of  Judah, and to
all the house of  Judah and Benjamin, and to the rest 
of  the people, ‘Thus says the LORD, You shall not go 
up or fight against your kinsmen the people of  Israel. 
Return every man to his home, for this thing is from 
me.’ ” So they hearkened to the word of  the LORD, 
and went home again, according to the word of  the 
LORD. Then Jerobo'am built Shechem in the hill 
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country of  E'phraim, and dwelt there; and he went out
from there and built Penu'el. And Jerobo'am said in his
heart, “Now the kingdom will turn back to the house 
of  David; if  this people go up to offer sacrifices in the
house of  the LORD at Jerusalem, then the heart of  this
people will turn again to their lord, to Rehobo'am king
of  Judah, and they will kill me and return to 
Rehobo'am king of  Judah.” So the king took counsel, 
and made two calves of  gold. And he said to the 
people, “You have gone up to Jerusalem long enough. 
Behold your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out 
of  the land of  Egypt.” And he set one in Bethel, and 
the other he put in Dan. And this thing became a sin, 
for the people went to the one at Bethel and to the 
other as far as Dan. He also made houses on high 
places, and appointed priests from among all the 
people, who were not of  the Levites. And Jerobo'am 
appointed a feast on the fifteenth day of  the eighth 
month like the feast that was in Judah, and he offered 
sacrifices upon the altar; so he did in Bethel, sacrificing
to the calves that he had made. And he placed in 
Bethel the priests of  the high places that he had made.
He went up to the altar which he had made in Bethel 
on the fifteenth day in the eighth month, in the month
which he had devised of  his own heart; and he 
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ordained a feast for the people of  Israel, and went up 
to the altar to burn incense.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles
So the council of  chief  priests and elders called Peter 
and John and charged them not to speak or teach at all
in the name of  Jesus. But Peter and John answered 
them, “Whether it is right in the sight of  God to listen
to you rather than to God, you must judge; for we 
cannot but speak of  what we have seen and heard.” 
And when they had further threatened them, they let 
them go, finding no way to punish them, because of  
the people; for all men praised God for what had 
happened. For the man on whom this sign of  healing 
was performed was more than forty years old. When 
they were released they went to their friends and 
reported what the chief  priests and the elders had said 
to them. And when they heard it, they lifted their 
voices together to God and said, “Sovereign Lord, 
who didst make the heaven and the earth and the sea 
and everything in them, who by the mouth of  our 
father David, thy servant, didst say by the Holy Spirit, 
‘Why did the Gentiles rage, and the peoples imagine 
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vain things? The kings of  the earth set themselves in 
array, and the rulers were gathered together, against 
the Lord and against his Anointed’—for truly in this 
city there were gathered together against thy holy 
servant Jesus, whom thou didst anoint, both Herod 
and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the peoples 
of  Israel, to do whatever thy hand and thy plan had 
predestined to take place. And now, Lord, look upon 
their threats, and grant to thy servants to speak thy 
word with all boldness, while thou stretchest out thy 
hand to heal, and signs and wonders are performed 
through the name of  thy holy servant Jesus.” And 
when they had prayed, the place in which they were 
gathered together was shaken; and they were all filled 
with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of  God with 
boldness.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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