
YEAR 1, PROPER 18, SUNDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Job
Then Bildad the Shuhite answered: “Dominion and 
fear are with God; he makes peace in his high heaven. 
Is there any number to his armies? Upon whom does 
his light not arise? How then can man be righteous 
before God? How can he who is born of  woman be 
clean? Behold, even the moon is not bright and the 
stars are not clean in his sight; how much less man, 
who is a maggot, and the son of  man, who is a 
worm!” And Job again took up his discourse, and said:
“As God lives, who has taken away my right, and the 
Almighty, who has made my soul bitter; as long as my 
breath is in me, and the spirit of  God is in my nostrils;
my lips will not speak falsehood, and my tongue will 
not utter deceit. Far be it from me to say that you are 
right; till I die I will not put away my integrity from 
me. I hold fast my righteousness, and will not let it go; 
my heart does not reproach me for any of  my days.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel According to John
The Jews took up stones again to stone Jesus. He 
answered them, “I have shown you many good works 
from the Father; for which of  these do you stone 
me?” The Jews answered him, “It is not for a good 
work that we stone you but for blasphemy; because 
you, being a man, make yourself  God.” Jesus answered
them, “Is it not written in your law, ‘I said, you are 
gods’? If  he called them gods to whom the word of  
God came (and scripture cannot be broken), do you 
say of  him whom the Father consecrated and sent into
the world, ‘You are blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘I am 
the Son of  God’? If  I am not doing the works of  my 
Father, then do not believe me; but if  I do them, even 
though you do not believe me, believe the works, that 
you may know and understand that the Father is in me
and I am in the Father.” Again they tried to arrest him,
but he escaped from their hands. He went away again 
across the Jordan to the place where John at first 
baptized, and there he remained. And many came to 
him; and they said, “John did no sign, but everything 
that John said about this man was true.” And many 
believed in him there.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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