
YEAR 1, PROPER 18, MONDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  the Kings
And behold, a man of  God came out of  Judah by the 
word of  the LORD to Bethel. Jerobo'am was standing 
by the altar to burn incense. And the man cried against
the altar by the word of  the LORD, and said, “O altar, 
altar, thus says the LORD: ‘Behold, a son shall be born 
to the house of  David, Josi'ah by name; and he shall 
sacrifice upon you the priests of  the high places who 
burn incense upon you, and men’s bones shall be 
burned upon you.’ ” And he gave a sign the same day, 
saying, “This is the sign that the LORD has spoken: 
‘Behold, the altar shall be torn down, and the ashes 
that are upon it shall be poured out.’ ” And when the 
king heard the saying of  the man of  God, which he 
cried against the altar at Bethel, Jerobo'am stretched 
out his hand from the altar, saying, “Lay hold of  him.”
And his hand, which he stretched out against him, 
dried up, so that he could not draw it back to himself. 
The altar also was torn down, and the ashes poured 
out from the altar, according to the sign which the 
man of  God had given by the word of  the LORD. And
the king said to the man of  God, “Entreat now the 
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favor of  the LORD your God, and pray for me, that 
my hand may be restored to me.” And the man of  
God entreated the LORD; and the king’s hand was 
restored to him, and became as it was before. And the 
king said to the man of  God, “Come home with me, 
and refresh yourself, and I will give you a reward.” 
And the man of  God said to the king, “If  you give me
half  your house, I will not go in with you. And I will 
not eat bread or drink water in this place; for so was it 
commanded me by the word of  the LORD, saying, 
‘You shall neither eat bread, nor drink water, nor 
return by the way that you came.’ ” So he went another
way, and did not return by the way that he came to 
Bethel.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

Letter of  Paul to the Philippians
Paul and Timothy, servants of  Christ Jesus, To all the 
saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philip'pi, with the 
bishops and deacons: Grace to you and peace from 
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I thank my 
God in all my remembrance of  you, always in every 
prayer of  mine for you all making my prayer with joy, 
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thankful for your partnership in the gospel from the 
first day until now. And I am sure that he who began a
good work in you will bring it to completion at the day
of  Jesus Christ. It is right for me to feel thus about 
you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all 
partakers with me of  grace, both in my imprisonment 
and in the defense and confirmation of  the gospel. 
For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with 
the affection of  Christ Jesus. And it is my prayer that 
your love may abound more and more, with 
knowledge and all discernment, so that you may 
approve what is excellent, and may be pure and 
blameless for the day of  Christ, filled with the fruits 
of  righteousness which come through Jesus Christ, to 
the glory and praise of  God.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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