
YEAR 1, PROPER 18, TUESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

A'sa AY-suh
Tirzah TUR-zah
She'mer SHEE-mur
Ashe'rah uh-SHEE-ruh
Hi'el HIGH-el
Abi'ram uh-BIGH-ruhm
Se'gub SEE-guhb

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  the Kings
In the thirty-first year of  A'sa king of  Judah, Omri began to
reign over Israel, and reigned for twelve years; six years he 
reigned in Tirzah. He bought the hill of  Sama'ria from 
She'mer for two talents of  silver; and he fortified the hill, 
and called the name of  the city which he built, Sama'ria, 
after the name of  She'mer, the owner of  the hill. Omri did 
what was evil in the sight of  the LORD, and did more evil 
than all who were before him. For he walked in all the way 
of  Jerobo'am the son of  Ne'bat, and in the sins which he 
made Israel to sin, provoking the LORD, the God of  Israel, 
to anger by their idols. Now the rest of  the acts of  Omri 
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which he did, and the might that he showed, are they not 
written in the Book of  the Chronicles of  the Kings of  
Israel? And Omri slept with his fathers, and was buried in 
Sama'ria; and Ahab his son reigned in his stead. In the 
thirty-eighth year of  A'sa king of  Judah, Ahab the son of  
Omri began to reign over Israel, and Ahab the son of  Omri 
reigned over Israel in Sama'ria twenty-two years. And Ahab 
the son of  Omri did evil in the sight of  the LORD more 
than all that were before him. And as if  it had been a light 
thing for him to walk in the sins of  Jerobo'am the son of  
Ne'bat, he took for wife Jez'ebel the daughter of  Ethba'al 
king of  the Sido'nians, and went and served Ba'al, and 
worshiped him. He erected an altar for Ba'al in the house of
Ba'al, which he built in Sama'ria. And Ahab made an 
Ashe'rah. Ahab did more to provoke the LORD, the God of  
Israel, to anger than all the kings of  Israel who were before 
him. In his days Hi'el of  Bethel built Jericho; he laid its 
foundation at the cost of  Abi'ram his first-born, and set up 
its gates at the cost of  his youngest son Se'gub, according to
the word of  the LORD, which he spoke by Joshua the son 
of  Nun.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

Letter of  Paul to the Philippians
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I want you to know, brethren, that what has happened to me
has really served to advance the gospel, so that it has 
become known throughout the whole praetorian guard and 
to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ; and most 
of  the brethren have been made confident in the Lord 
because of  my imprisonment, and are much more bold to 
speak the word of  God without fear. Some indeed preach 
Christ from envy and rivalry, but others from good will. The
latter do it out of  love, knowing that I am put here for the 
defense of  the gospel; the former proclaim Christ out of  
partisanship, not sincerely but thinking to afflict me in my 
imprisonment. What then? Only that in every way, whether 
in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed; and in that I 
rejoice. Yes, and I shall rejoice. For I know that through 
your prayers and the help of  the Spirit of  Jesus Christ this 
will turn out for my deliverance, as it is my eager 
expectation and hope that I shall not be at all ashamed, but 
that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored 
in my body, whether by life or by death. For to me to live is 
Christ, and to die is gain. If  it is to be life in the flesh, that 
means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I 
cannot tell. I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is 
to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. But to 
remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account. 
Convinced of  this, I know that I shall remain and continue 
with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, so that in
me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, 
because of  my coming to you again. Only let your manner 

YEAR 1, PROPER 18, TUESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

1 KINGS 16:23–34; PHILIPPIANS 1:12–30



of  life be worthy of  the gospel of  Christ, so that whether I 
come and see you or am absent, I may hear of  you that you 
stand firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side 
for the faith of  the gospel, and not frightened in anything 
by your opponents. This is a clear omen to them of  their 
destruction, but of  your salvation, and that from God. For 
it has been granted to you that for the sake of  Christ you 
should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake, 
engaged in the same conflict which you saw and now hear 
to be mine.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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