
YEAR 1, PROPER 18, THURSDAY: MORNING 
PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  the Kings
After many days the word of  the LORD came to 
Eli'jah, in the third year, saying, “Go, show yourself  to 
Ahab; and I will send rain upon the earth.” So Eli'jah 
went to show himself  to Ahab. Now the famine was 
severe in Sama'ria. And Ahab called Obadi'ah, who 
was over the household. (Now Obadi'ah revered the 
LORD greatly; and when Jez'ebel cut off  the prophets 
of  the LORD, Obadi'ah took a hundred prophets and 
hid them by fifties in a cave, and fed them with bread 
and water.) And Ahab said to Obadi'ah, “Go through 
the land to all the springs of  water and to all the 
valleys; perhaps we may find grass and save the horses 
and mules alive, and not lose some of  the animals.” So
they divided the land between them to pass through it;
Ahab went in one direction by himself, and Obadi'ah 
went in another direction by himself. And as Obadi'ah 
was on the way, behold, Eli'jah met him; and Obadi'ah 
recognized him, and fell on his face, and said, “Is it 
you, my lord Eli'jah?” And he answered him, “It is I. 
Go, tell your lord, ‘Behold, Eli'jah is here.’ ” And he 
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said, “Wherein have I sinned, that you would give your
servant into the hand of  Ahab, to kill me? As the 
LORD your God lives, there is no nation or kingdom 
whither my lord has not sent to seek you; and when 
they would say, ‘He is not here,’ he would take an oath 
of  the kingdom or nation, that they had not found 
you. And now you say, ‘Go, tell your lord, “Behold, 
Eli'jah is here.’ ” And as soon as I have gone from you,
the Spirit of  the LORD will carry you whither I know 
not; and so, when I come and tell Ahab and he cannot 
find you, he will kill me, although I your servant have 
revered the LORD from my youth. Has it not been told
my lord what I did when Jez'ebel killed the prophets 
of  the LORD, how I hid a hundred men of  the LORD’S
prophets by fifties in a cave, and fed them with bread 
and water? And now you say, ‘Go, tell your lord, 
“Behold, Eli'jah is here” ’; and he will kill me.” And 
Eli'jah said, “As the LORD of  hosts lives, before whom
I stand, I will surely show myself  to him today.” So 
Obadi'ah went to meet Ahab, and told him; and Ahab 
went to meet Eli'jah. When Ahab saw Eli'jah, Ahab 
said to him, “Is it you, you troubler of  Israel?” And he
answered, “I have not troubled Israel; but you have, 
and your father’s house, because you have forsaken the
commandments of  the LORD and followed the Ba'als. 
Now therefore send and gather all Israel to me at 
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Mount Carmel, and the four hundred and fifty 
prophets of  Ba'al and the four hundred prophets of  
Ashe'rah, who eat at Jez'ebel’s table.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

For use with the Second Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Epaphrodi'tus i-pa-fro-DIGH-tuhs

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

Letter of  Paul to the Philippians
Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so 
now, not only as in my presence but much more in my 
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling; for God is at work in you, both to will and 
to work for his good pleasure. Do all things without 
grumbling or questioning, that you may be blameless 
and innocent, children of  God without blemish in the 
midst of  a crooked and perverse generation, among 
whom you shine as lights in the world, holding fast the
word of  life, so that in the day of  Christ I may be 
proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. Even 
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if  I am to be poured as a libation upon the sacrificial 
offering of  your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you 
all. Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with 
me. I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you 
soon, so that I may be cheered by news of  you. I have 
no one like him, who will be genuinely anxious for 
your welfare. They all look after their own interests, 
not those of  Jesus Christ. But Timothy’s worth you 
know, how as a son with a father he has served with 
me in the gospel. I hope therefore to send him just as 
soon as I see how it will go with me; and I trust in the 
Lord that shortly I myself  shall come also. I have 
thought it necessary to send to you Epaphrodi'tus my 
brother and fellow worker and fellow soldier, and your
messenger and minister to my need, for he has been 
longing for you all, and has been distressed because 
you heard that he was ill. Indeed he was ill, near to 
death. But God had mercy on him, and not only on 
him but on me also, lest I should have sorrow upon 
sorrow. I am the more eager to send him, therefore, 
that you may rejoice at seeing him again, and that I 
may be less anxious. So receive him in the Lord with 
all joy; and honor such men, for he nearly died for the 
work of  Christ, risking his life to complete your 
service to me.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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