
YEAR 1, PROPER 18, THURSDAY: EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Abad'don a-BAD-uhn

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Job
And Job again took up his discourse, and said: “I have 
made a covenant with my eyes; how then could I look 
upon a virgin? What would be my portion from God 
above, and my heritage from the Almighty on high? 
Does not calamity befall the unrighteous, and disaster 
the workers of  iniquity? Does not he see my ways, and
number all my steps? If  I have walked with falsehood, 
and my foot has hastened to deceit; (Let me be 
weighed in a just balance, and let God know my 
integrity!) if  my step has turned aside from the way, 
and my heart has gone after my eyes, and if  any spot 
has cleaved to my hands; then let me sow, and another 
eat; and let what grows for me be rooted out. If  my 
heart has been enticed to a woman, and I have lain in 
wait at my neighbor’s door; then let my wife grind for 
another, and let others bow down upon her. For that 
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would be a heinous crime; that would be an iniquity to 
be punished by the judges; for that would be a fire 
which consumes unto Abad'don, and it would burn to 
the root all my increase. If  I have rejected the cause of
my manservant or my maidservant, when they brought
a complaint against me; what then shall I do when 
God rises up? When he makes inquiry, what shall I 
answer him? Did not he who made me in the womb 
make him? And did not one fashion us in the womb? 
If  I have withheld anything that the poor desired, or 
have caused the eyes of  the widow to fail, or have 
eaten my morsel alone, and the fatherless has not 
eaten of  it (for from his youth I reared him as a father,
and from his mother’s womb I guided him); if  I have 
seen any one perish for lack of  clothing, or a poor 
man without covering; if  his loins have not blessed 
me, and if  he was not warmed with the fleece of  my 
sheep; if  I have raised my hand against the fatherless, 
because I saw help in the gate; then let my shoulder 
blade fall from my shoulder, and let my arm be broken
from its socket. For I was in terror of  calamity from 
God, and I could not have faced his majesty.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew
Now when the wise men from the East had departed, 
behold, an angel of  the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, 
and flee to Egypt, and remain there till I tell you; for 
Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy 
him.” And he rose and took the child and his mother 
by night, and departed to Egypt, and remained there 
until the death of  Herod. This was to fulfil what the 
Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of  Egypt have 
I called my son.” Then Herod, when he saw that he 
had been tricked by the wise men, was in a furious 
rage, and he sent and killed all the male children in 
Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years 
old or under, according to the time which he had 
ascertained from the wise men. Then was fulfilled 
what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: “A voice 
was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, 
Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be 
consoled, because they were no more.” But when 
Herod died, behold, an angel of  the Lord appeared in 
a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, “Rise, take the 
child and his mother, and go to the land of  Israel, for 
those who sought the child’s life are dead.” And he 
rose and took the child and his mother, and went to 
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the land of  Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus 
reigned over Judea in place of  his father Herod, he 
was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he
withdrew to the district of  Galilee. And he went and 
dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that what was spoken 
by the prophets might be fulfilled, “He shall be called 
a Nazarene.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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