
YEAR 1, PROPER 18, FRIDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Job
And Job again took up his discourse, and said: “If  I 
have made gold my trust, or called fine gold my 
confidence; if  I have rejoiced because my wealth was 
great, or because my hand had gotten much; if  I have 
looked at the sun when it shone, or the moon moving 
in splendor, and my heart has been secretly enticed, 
and my mouth has kissed my hand; this also would be 
an iniquity to be punished by the judges, for I should 
have been false to God above. If  I have rejoiced at the
ruin of  him that hated me, or exulted when evil 
overtook him (I have not let my mouth sin by asking 
for his life with a curse); if  the men of  my tent have 
not said, ‘Who is there that has not been filled with his
meat?’ (the sojourner has not lodged in the street; I 
have opened my doors to the wayfarer); if  I have 
concealed my transgressions from men, by hiding my 
iniquity in my bosom, because I stood in great fear of  
the multitude, and the contempt of  families terrified 
me, so that I kept silence, and did not go out of  doors
—Oh, that I had one to hear me! (Here is my 
signature! let the Almighty answer me!) Oh, that I had 
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the indictment written by my adversary! Surely I would
carry it on my shoulder; I would bind it on me as a 
crown; I would give him an account of  all my steps; 
like a prince I would approach him. If  my land has 
cried out against me, and its furrows have wept 
together; if  I have eaten its yield without payment, and
caused the death of  its owners; let thorns grow instead
of  wheat, and foul weeds instead of  barley.” The 
words of  Job are ended.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew
In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the 
wilderness of  Judea, “Repent, for the kingdom of  
heaven is at hand.” For this is he who was spoken of  
by the prophet Isaiah when he said, “The voice of  one
crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of  the Lord, 
make his paths straight.” Now John wore a garment of
camel’s hair, and a leather girdle around his waist; and 
his food was locusts and wild honey. Then went out to
him Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about 
the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he saw many 
of  the Pharisees and Sad'ducees coming for baptism, 
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he said to them, “You brood of  vipers! Who warned 
you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit that 
befits repentance, and do not presume to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father’; for I tell 
you, God is able from these stones to raise up children
to Abraham. Even now the axe is laid to the root of  
the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good 
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. I baptize 
you with water for repentance, but he who is coming 
after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not 
worthy to carry; he will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and with fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, 
and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his 
wheat into the granary, but the chaff  he will burn with
unquenchable fire.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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