
YEAR 1, PROPER 20, SATURDAY: MORNING 
PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Athali'ah ath-uh-LIGH-uh
Ahazi'ah ay-huh-ZIGH-uh
Jehosh'eba ji-HAHSH-i-buh
Jehoi'ada ji-HOY-uh-duh
Car'i-tes KAR-i-teez

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Second Book of  the Kings
Now when Athali'ah the mother of  Ahazi'ah saw that 
her son was dead, she arose and destroyed all the royal
family. But Jehosh'eba, the daughter of  King Jo'ram, 
sister of  Ahazi'ah, took Jo'ash the son of  Ahazi'ah, 
and stole him away from among the king’s sons who 
were about to be slain, and she put him and his nurse 
in a bedchamber. Thus she hid him from Athali'ah, so 
that he was not slain; and he remained with her six 
years, hid in the house of  the LORD, while Athali'ah 
reigned over the land. But in the seventh year Jehoi'ada
sent and brought the captains of  the Car'i-tes and of  
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the guards, and had them come to him in the house of
the LORD; and he made a covenant with them and put 
them under oath in the house of  the LORD, and he 
showed them the king’s son. And he commanded 
them, “This is the thing that you shall do: one third of
you, those who come off  duty on the sabbath and 
guard the king’s house (another third being at the gate 
Sur and a third at the gate behind the guards), shall 
guard the palace; and the two divisions of  you, which 
come on duty in force on the sabbath and guard the 
house of  the LORD, shall surround the king, each with 
his weapons in his hand; and whoever approaches the 
ranks is to be slain. Be with the king when he goes out
and when he comes in.” The captains did according to
all that Jehoi'ada the priest commanded, and each 
brought his men who were to go off  duty on the 
sabbath, with those who were to come on duty on the 
sabbath, and came to Jehoi'ada the priest. And the 
priest delivered to the captains the spears and shields 
that had been King David’s, which were in the house 
of  the LORD; and the guards stood, every man with 
his weapons in his hand, from the south side of  the 
house to the north side of  the house, around the altar 
and the house. Then he brought out the king’s son, 
and put the crown upon him, and gave him the 
testimony; and they proclaimed him king, and 
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anointed him; and they clapped their hands, and said, 
“Long live the king!” When Athali'ah heard the noise 
of  the guard and of  the people, she went into the 
house of  the LORD to the people; and when she 
looked, there was the king standing by the pillar, 
according to the custom, and the captains and the 
trumpeters beside the king, and all the people of  the 
land rejoicing and blowing trumpets. And Athali'ah 
rent her clothes, and cried, “Treason! Treason!” Then 
Jehoi'ada the priest commanded the captains who were
set over the army, “Bring her out between the ranks; 
and slay with the sword any one who follows her.” For
the priest said, “Let her not be slain in the house of  
the LORD.” So they laid hands on her; and she went 
through the horses’ entrance to the king’s house, and 
there she was slain. And Jehoi'ada made a covenant 
between the LORD and the king and people, that they 
should be the LORD’S people; and also between the 
king and the people. Then all the people of  the land 
went to the house of  Ba'al, and tore it down; his altars 
and his images they broke in pieces, and they slew 
Mat'tan the priest of  Ba'al before the altars. And the 
priest posted watchmen over the house of  the LORD. 
And he took the captains, the Carites, the guards, and 
all the people of  the land; and they brought the king 
down from the house of  the LORD, marching through 
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the gate of  the guards to the king’s house. And he 
took his seat on the throne of  the kings. So all the 
people of  the land rejoiced.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

First Letter of  Paul to the Corinthians
To the married I give charge, not I but the Lord, that 
the wife should not separate from her husband (but if  
she does, let her remain single or else be reconciled to 
her husband)—and that the husband should not 
divorce his wife. To the rest I say, not the Lord, that if  
any brother has a wife who is an unbeliever, and she 
consents to live with him, he should not divorce her. 
If  any woman has a husband who is an unbeliever, and
he consents to live with her, she should not divorce 
him. For the unbelieving husband is consecrated 
through his wife, and the unbelieving wife is 
consecrated through her husband. Otherwise, your 
children would be unclean, but as it is they are holy. 
But if  the unbelieving partner desires to separate, let it
be so; in such a case the brother or sister is not bound.
For God has called us to peace. Wife, how do you 
know whether you will save your husband? Husband, 
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how do you know whether you will save your wife? 
Only, let every one lead the life which the Lord has 
assigned to him, and in which God has called him. 
This is my rule in all the churches. Was any one at the 
time of  his call already circumcised? Let him not seek 
to remove the marks of  circumcision. Was any one at 
the time of  his call uncircumcised? Let him not seek 
circumcision. For neither circumcision counts for 
anything nor uncircumcision, but keeping the 
commandments of  God. Every one should remain in 
the state in which he was called. Were you a slave 
when called? Never mind. But if  you can gain your 
freedom, avail yourself  of  the opportunity. For he 
who was called in the Lord as a slave is a freedman of  
the Lord. Likewise he who was free when called is a 
slave of  Christ. You were bought with a price; do not 
become slaves of  men. So, brethren, in whatever state 
each was called, there let him remain with God.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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