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For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Dari'us duh-RIGH-us
Ecbat'ana ek-BAT-uh-nuh
Me'dia MEE-di-uh
Tat'tenai TAT-uh-nigh
She'thar-boz'enai SHEE-thar-BAHZ-uh-

nigh

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Ezra
Then Dari'us the king made a decree, and search was 
made in Babylonia, in the house of  the archives where 
the documents were stored. And in Ecbat'ana, the 
capital which is in the province of  Me'dia, a scroll was 
found on which this was written: “A record. In the 
first year of  Cyrus the king, Cyrus the king issued a 
decree: Concerning the house of  God at Jerusalem, let
the house be rebuilt, the place where sacrifices are 
offered and burnt offerings are brought; its height 
shall be sixty cubits and its breadth sixty cubits, with 
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three courses of  great stones and one course of  
timber; let the cost be paid from the royal treasury. 
And also let the gold and silver vessels of  the house 
of  God, which Nebuchadnez'zar took out of  the 
temple that is in Jerusalem and brought to Babylon, be
restored and brought back to the temple which is in 
Jerusalem, each to its place; you shall put them in the 
house of  God. Now therefore, Tat'tenai, governor of  
the province Beyond the River, She'thar-boz'enai, and 
your associates the governors who are in the province 
Beyond the River, keep away; let the work on this 
house of  God alone; let the governor of  the Jews and 
the elders of  the Jews rebuild this house of  God on its
site. Moreover I make a decree regarding what you 
shall do for these elders of  the Jews for the rebuilding 
of  this house of  God; the cost is to be paid to these 
men in full and without delay from the royal revenue, 
the tribute of  the province from Beyond the River. 
May the God who has caused his name to dwell there 
overthrow any king or people that shall put forth a 
hand to alter this, or to destroy this house of  God 
which is in Jerusalem. I Dari'us make a decree; let it be
done with all diligence.” Then, according to the word 
sent by Dari'us the king, Tat'tenai, the governor of  the
province Beyond the River, She'thar-boz'enai, and 
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their associates did with all diligence what Dari'us the 
king had ordered.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

Psalm 124
The Reader says
Please join me in reading Psalm 124, found in the red 
Prayer Book beginning on page 781.
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.)

1 If  the LORD had not been on our side, *
  let Israel now say;

2 If  the LORD had not been on our side, *
  when the enemies rose up against us;

3 Then would they have swallowed us up alive *
  in their fierce anger toward us;

4 Then would the waters have overwhelmed us *
  and the torrent gone over us;

5 Then would the raging waters *
  have gone right over us.
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6 Blessed be the LORD! *
  he has not given us over to be a prey for their 

teeth.

7 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of  the 
fowler; *

  the snare is broken, and we have escaped.

8 Our help is in the Name of  the LORD, *
  the maker of  heaven and earth.

The Reader says
Please stand for the Gospel.

The Gospel Acclamation
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation.
Reader Alleluia.
People Alleluia.
Reader Open my eyes, O Lord, *

  that I may see the wonders of  your law.
People Alleluia.

The Reader returns to his or her seat.
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The Holy Gospel
The Minister says The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Minister  The Holy Gospel of  our Lord 

Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Then the mother of  Jesus and his brothers came to 
him, but they could not reach him for the crowd. And 
he was told, “Your mother and your brothers are 
standing outside, desiring to see you.” But he said to 
them, “My mother and my brothers are those who 
hear the word of  God and do it.”
The Minister says The Gospel of  the Lord.
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