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The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Ezra
At the evening sacrifice I rose from my fasting, with 
my garments and my mantle rent, and fell upon my 
knees and spread out my hands to the LORD my God, 
saying: “O my God, I am ashamed and blush to lift my
face to thee, my God, for our iniquities have risen 
higher than our heads, and our guilt has mounted up 
to the heavens. From the days of  our fathers to this 
day we have been in great guilt; and for our iniquities 
we, our kings, and our priests have been given into the 
hand of  the kings of  the lands, to the sword, to 
captivity, to plundering, and to utter shame, as at this 
day. But now for a brief  moment favor has been 
shown by the LORD our God, to leave us a remnant, 
and to give us a secure hold within his holy place, that 
our God may brighten our eyes and grant us a little 
reviving in our bondage. For we are bondmen; yet our 
God has not forsaken us in our bondage, but has 
extended to us his steadfast love before the kings of  
Persia, to grant us some reviving to set up the house 

YEAR 1, PROPER 20, WEDNESDAY: MASS

EZRA 9:5–9; PSALM 48:8–13*; LUKE 9:1–6



of  our God, to repair its ruins, and to give us 
protection in Judea and Jerusalem.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

Psalm 48:8–13
At Said Mass the Reader says
Please join me in reading Psalm 48, verses 8 through 
13, found in the red Prayer Book beginning on page 
651.
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.)

At Sung Mass the Reader says
Please join me in reading Psalm 48 as found in the 
service bulletin.

8 We have waited in silence on your loving-
kindness, O God, *

   in the midst of  your temple.

9 Your praise, like your Name, O God, reaches to 
the world’s end; *

   your right hand is full of  justice.
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10 Let Mount Zion be glad
and the cities of  Judah rejoice, *

   because of  your judgments.

11 Make the circuit of  Zion;
walk round about her; *

   count the number of  her towers.

12 Consider well her bulwarks;
examine her strongholds; *

   that you may tell those who come after.

13 This God is our God for ever and ever; *
   he shall be our guide for evermore.

The Reader says
Please stand for the Gospel.

The Gospel Acclamation
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation.
Reader Alleluia.
People Alleluia.
Reader Open my eyes, O Lord, *

  that I may see the wonders of  your law.
People Alleluia.
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The Reader returns to his or her seat.

The Holy Gospel
The Minister says The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Minister  The Holy Gospel of  our Lord 

Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
And Jesus called the twelve together and gave them 
power and authority over all demons and to cure 
diseases, and he sent them out to preach the kingdom 
of  God and to heal. And he said to them, “Take 
nothing for your journey, no staff, nor bag, nor bread, 
nor money; and do not have two tunics. And whatever
house you enter, stay there, and from there depart. 
And wherever they do not receive you, when you leave
that town shake off  the dust from your feet as a 
testimony against them.” And they departed and went 
through the villages, preaching the gospel and healing 
everywhere.
The Minister says The Gospel of  the Lord.
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