
YEAR 1, PROPER 21, SUNDAY: MORNING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

E'lah EE-lah
Shalmane'ser shal-muh-NEE-sur
Ha'lah HAY-lah
Ha'bor HAY-bor
Ashe'rim uh-SHEE-rim
Ashe'rah uh-SHEE-ruh
Ba'al BAY-uhl

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Second Book of  the Kings
In the twelfth year of  A'haz king of  Judah Hoshe'a the
son of  E'lah began to reign in Sama'ria over Israel, and
he reigned nine years. And he did what was evil in the 
sight of  the LORD, yet not as the kings of  Israel who 
were before him. Against him came up Shalmane'ser 
king of  Assyria; and Hoshe'a became his vassal, and 
paid him tribute. But the king of  Assyria found 
treachery in Hoshe'a; for he had sent messengers to 
So, king of  Egypt, and offered no tribute to the king 
of  Assyria, as he had done year by year; therefore the 
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king of  Assyria shut him up, and bound him in prison.
Then the king of  Assyria invaded all the land and 
came to Sama'ria, and for three years he besieged it. In
the ninth year of  Hoshe'a the king of  Assyria captured
Sama'ria, and he carried the Israelites away to Assyria, 
and placed them in Ha'lah, and on the Ha'bor, the 
river of  Go'zan, and in the cities of  the Medes. And 
this was so, because the people of  Israel had sinned 
against the LORD their God, who had brought them 
up out of  the land of  Egypt from under the hand of  
Pharaoh king of  Egypt, and had feared other gods and
walked in the customs of  the nations whom the LORD

drove out before the people of  Israel, and in the 
customs which the kings of  Israel had introduced. 
And the people of  Israel did secretly against the LORD
their God things that were not right. They built for 
themselves high places at all their towns, from 
watchtower to fortified city; they set up for themselves
pillars and Ashe'rim on every high hill and under every
green tree; and there they burned incense on all the 
high places, as the nations did whom the LORD carried
away before them. And they did wicked things, 
provoking the LORD to anger, and they served idols, 
of  which the LORD had said to them, “You shall not 
do this.” Yet the LORD warned Israel and Judah by 
every prophet and every seer, saying, “Turn from your 
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evil ways and keep my commandments and my 
statutes, in accordance with all the law which I 
commanded your fathers, and which I sent to you by 
my servants the prophets.” But they would not listen, 
but were stubborn, as their fathers had been, who did 
not believe in the LORD their God. They despised his 
statutes, and his covenant that he made with their 
fathers, and the warnings which he gave them. They 
went after false idols, and became false, and they 
followed the nations that were round about them, 
concerning whom the LORD had commanded them 
that they should not do like them. And they forsook 
all the commandments of  the LORD their God, and 
made for themselves molten images of  two calves; and
they made an Ashe'rah, and worshiped all the host of  
heaven, and served Ba'al. And they burned their sons 
and their daughters as offerings, and used divination 
and sorcery, and sold themselves to do evil in the sight
of  the LORD, provoking him to anger. Therefore the 
LORD was very angry with Israel, and removed them 
out of  his sight; none was left but the tribe of  Judah 
only.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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For use with the Second Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Lyd'da LID-uh

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles
Now there was at Joppa a disciple named Tabitha, 
which means Dorcas. She was full of  good works and 
acts of  charity. In those days she fell sick and died; and
when they had washed her, they laid her in an upper 
room. Since Lyd'da was near Joppa, the disciples, 
hearing that Peter was there, sent two men to him 
entreating him, “Please come to us without delay.” So 
Peter rose and went with them. And when he had 
come, they took him to the upper room. All the 
widows stood beside him weeping, and showing tunics
and other garments which Dorcas made while she was
with them. But Peter put them all outside and knelt 
down and prayed; then turning to the body he said, 
“Tabitha, rise.” And she opened her eyes, and when 
she saw Peter she sat up. And he gave her his hand 
and lifted her up. Then calling the saints and widows 
he presented her alive. And it became known 
throughout all Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 
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And he stayed in Joppa for many days with one Simon,
a tanner.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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