YEAR 1, PROPER 21, TUESDAY: EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Hosea hoh-ZAY-uh

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Hosea

Hear the word of the LORD, O people of Israel; for
the LORD has a controversy with the inhabitants of the
land. There is no faithfulness or kindness, and no
knowledge of God in the land; there is swearing, lying,
killing, stealing, and committing adultery; they break all
bounds and murder follows murder. Therefore the
land mourns, and all who dwell 1n it languish, and also
the beasts of the field, and the birds of the air; and
even the fish of the sea are taken away. Yet let no one
contend, and let none accuse, for with you is my
contention, O priest. You shall stumble by day, the
prophet also shall stumble with you by night; and I
will destroy your mother. My people are destroyed for
lack of knowledge; because you have rejected
knowledge, I reject you from being a priest to me. And
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since you have forgotten the law of your God, I also
will forget your children. The more they increased, the
more they sinned against me; I will change their glory
into shame. They feed on the sin of my people; they
are greedy for their iniquity. And it shall be like people,
like priest; I will punish them for their ways, and
requite them for their deeds. They shall eat, but not be
satisfied; they shall play the harlot, but not multiply;
because they have forsaken the LORD to cherish
harlotry.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second 1.esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew
Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, “Judge
not, that you be not judged. For with the judgment
you pronounce you will be judged, and the measure
you give will be the measure you get. Why do you see
the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not
notice the log that is in your own eye? Or how can you
say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your
eye,” when there is the log in your own eye? You
hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and
then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your
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brother’s eye. Do not give dogs what is holy; and do
not throw your peatrls before swine, lest they trample
them under foot and turn to attack you. Ask, and it
will be given you; seek, and you will find; knock, and 1t
will be opened to you. For every one who asks
receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who
knocks 1t will be opened. Or what man of you, if his
son asks him for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he
asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? If you then,
who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will your Father who 1s in
heaven give good things to those who ask him! So
whatever you wish that men would do to you, do so to
them; for this is the law and the prophets.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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