
YEAR 1, PROPER 21, WEDNESDAY:
EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Hosea
Wine and new wine take away the understanding. My 
people inquire of  a thing of  wood, and their staff  
gives them oracles. For a spirit of  harlotry has led 
them astray, and they have left their God to play the 
harlot. They sacrifice on the tops of  the mountains, 
and make offerings upon the hills, under oak, poplar, 
and terebinth, because their shade is good. Therefore 
your daughters play the harlot, and your brides commit
adultery. I will not punish your daughters when they 
play the harlot, nor your brides when they commit 
adultery; for the men themselves go aside with harlots,
and sacrifice with cult prostitutes, and a people 
without understanding shall come to ruin. Though you
play the harlot, O Israel, let not Judah become guilty. 
Enter not into Gilgal, nor go up to Beth-a'ven, and 
swear not, “As the LORD lives.” Like a stubborn heifer,
Israel is stubborn; can the LORD now feed them like a 
lamb in a broad pasture? E'phraim is joined to idols, 
let him alone. A band of  drunkards, they give 
themselves to harlotry; they love shame more than 
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their glory. A wind has wrapped them in its wings, and 
they shall be ashamed because of  their altars.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Jesus opened his mouth and taught his disciples, 
saying, “Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is wide 
and the way is easy, that leads to destruction, and those
who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and 
the way is hard, that leads to life, and those who find it
are few. Beware of  false prophets, who come to you in
sheep’s clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves. You
will know them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered 
from thorns, or figs from thistles? So, every sound tree
bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears evil fruit. A 
sound tree cannot bear evil fruit, nor can a bad tree 
bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good 
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus you 
will know them by their fruits. Not every one who says
to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of  
heaven, but he who does the will of  my Father who is 
in heaven.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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