
YEAR 1, PROPER 22, SUNDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Second Book of  the Kings
In those days Hezeki'ah became sick and was at the 
point of  death. And Isaiah the prophet the son of  
Amoz came to him, and said to him, “Thus says the 
LORD, ‘Set your house in order; for you shall die, you 
shall not recover.’ ” Then Hezeki'ah turned his face to 
the wall, and prayed to the LORD, saying, “Remember 
now, O LORD, I beseech thee, how I have walked 
before thee in faithfulness and with a whole heart, and
have done what is good in thy sight.” And Hezeki'ah 
wept bitterly. And before Isaiah had gone out of  the 
middle court, the word of  the LORD came to him: 
“Turn back, and say to Hezeki'ah the prince of  my 
people, Thus says the LORD, the God of  David your 
father: I have heard your prayer, I have seen your tears;
behold, I will heal you; on the third day you shall go 
up to the house of  the LORD. And I will add fifteen 
years to your life. I will deliver you and this city out of  
the hand of  the king of  Assyria, and I will defend this 
city for my own sake and for my servant David’s sake.”
And Isaiah said, “Bring a cake of  figs. And let them 
take and lay it on the boil, that he may recover.” And 
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Hezeki'ah said to Isaiah, “What shall be the sign that 
the LORD will heal me, and that I shall go up to the 
house of  the LORD on the third day?” And Isaiah said,
“This is the sign to you from the LORD, that the LORD

will do the thing that he has promised: shall the 
shadow go forward ten steps, or go back ten steps?” 
And Hezeki'ah answered, “It is an easy thing for the 
shadow to lengthen ten steps; rather let the shadow go
back ten steps.” And Isaiah the prophet cried to the 
LORD; and he brought the shadow back ten steps, by 
which the sun had declined on the dial of  Ahaz. At 
that time Mero'dach-bal'adan the son of  Bal'adan, king
of  Babylon, sent envoys with letters and a present to 
Hezeki'ah; for he heard that Hezeki'ah had been sick. 
And Hezeki'ah welcomed them, and he showed them 
all his treasure house, the silver, the gold, the spices, 
the precious oil, his armory, all that was found in his 
storehouses; there was nothing in his house or in all 
his realm that Hezeki'ah did not show them. Then 
Isaiah the prophet came to King Hezeki'ah, and said 
to him, “What did these men say? And whence did 
they come to you?” And Hezeki'ah said, “They have 
come from a far country, from Babylon.” He said, 
“What have they seen in your house?” And Hezeki'ah 
answered, “They have seen all that is in my house; 
there is nothing in my storehouses that I did not show 
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them.” Then Isaiah said to Hezeki'ah, “Hear the word 
of  the LORD: Behold, the days are coming, when all 
that is in your house, and that which your fathers have 
stored up till this day, shall be carried to Babylon; 
nothing shall be left, says the LORD. And some of  
your own sons, who are born to you, shall be taken 
away; and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of  the 
king of  Babylon.” Then said Hezeki'ah to Isaiah, “The
word of  the LORD which you have spoken is good.” 
For he thought, “Why not, if  there will be peace and 
security in my days?” The rest of  the deeds of  
Hezeki'ah, and all his might, and how he made the 
pool and the conduit and brought water into the city, 
are they not written in the Book of  the Chronicles of  
the Kings of  Judah? And Hezeki'ah slept with his 
fathers; and Manas'seh his son reigned in his stead.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles
About that time Herod the king laid violent hands 
upon some who belonged to the church. He killed 
James the brother of  John with the sword; and when 
he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest 
Peter also. This was during the days of  Unleavened 
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Bread. And when he had seized him, he put him in 
prison, and delivered him to four squads of  soldiers to
guard him, intending after the Passover to bring him 
out to the people. So Peter was kept in prison; but 
earnest prayer for him was made to God by the 
church. The very night when Herod was about to 
bring him out, Peter was sleeping between two 
soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries before 
the door were guarding the prison; and behold, an 
angel of  the Lord appeared, and a light shone in the 
cell; and he struck Peter on the side and woke him, 
saying, “Get up quickly.” And the chains fell off  his 
hands. And the angel said to him, “Dress yourself  and 
put on your sandals.” And he did so. And he said to 
him, “Wrap your mantle around you and follow me.” 
And he went out and followed him; he did not know 
that what was done by the angel was real, but thought 
he was seeing a vision. When they had passed the first 
and the second guard, they came to the iron gate 
leading into the city. It opened to them of  its own 
accord, and they went out and passed on through one 
street; and immediately the angel left him. And Peter 
came to himself, and said, “Now I am sure that the 
Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from the hand
of  Herod and from all that the Jewish people were 
expecting.” When he realized this, he went to the 
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house of  Mary, the mother of  John whose other name
was Mark, where many were gathered together and 
were praying. And when he knocked at the door of  the
gateway, a maid named Rhoda came to answer. 
Recognizing Peter’s voice, in her joy she did not open 
the gate but ran in and told that Peter was standing at 
the gate. They said to her, “You are mad.” But she 
insisted that it was so. They said, “It is his angel!” But 
Peter continued knocking; and when they opened, they
saw him and were amazed. But motioning to them 
with his hand to be silent, he described to them how 
the Lord had brought him out of  the prison. And he 
said, “Tell this to James and to the brethren.” Then he 
departed and went to another place.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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