
YEAR 1, PROPER 22, MONDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Second Book of  the Kings
Manas'seh was twelve years old when he began to 
reign, and he reigned fifty-five years in Jerusalem. His 
mother’s name was Heph'zibah. And he did what was 
evil in the sight of  the LORD, according to the 
abominable practices of  the nations whom the LORD 
drove out before the people of  Israel. For he rebuilt 
the high places which Hezeki'ah his father had 
destroyed; and he erected altars for Ba'al, and made an 
Ashe'rah, as Ahab king of  Israel had done, and 
worshiped all the host of  heaven, and served them. 
And he built altars in the house of  the LORD, of  
which the LORD had said, “In Jerusalem will I put my 
name.” And he built altars for all the host of  heaven in
the two courts of  the house of  the LORD. And he 
burned his son as an offering, and practiced 
soothsaying and augury, and dealt with mediums and 
with wizards. He did much evil in the sight of  the 
LORD, provoking him to anger. And the graven image 
of  Ashe'rah that he had made he set in the house of  
which the LORD said to David and to Solomon his 
son, “In this house, and in Jerusalem, which I have 
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chosen out of  all the tribes of  Israel, I will put my 
name for ever; and I will not cause the feet of  Israel to
wander any more out of  the land which I gave to their
fathers, if  only they will be careful to do according to 
all that I have commanded them, and according to all 
the law that my servant Moses commanded them.” 
But they did not listen, and Manas'seh seduced them 
to do more evil than the nations had done whom the 
LORD destroyed before the people of  Israel. And the 
LORD said by his servants the prophets, “Because 
Manas'seh king of  Judah has committed these 
abominations, and has done things more wicked than 
all that the Amorites did, who were before him, and 
has made Judah also to sin with his idols; therefore 
thus says the LORD, the God of  Israel, Behold, I am 
bringing upon Jerusalem and Judah such evil that the 
ears of  every one who hears of  it will tingle. And I will
stretch over Jerusalem the measuring line of  Sama'ria, 
and the plummet of  the house of  Ahab; and I will 
wipe Jerusalem as one wipes a dish, wiping it and 
turning it upside down. And I will cast off  the 
remnant of  my heritage, and give them into the hand 
of  their enemies, and they shall become a prey and a 
spoil to all their enemies, because they have done what
is evil in my sight and have provoked me to anger, 
since the day their fathers came out of  Egypt, even to 
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this day.” Moreover Manas'seh shed very much 
innocent blood, till he had filled Jerusalem from one 
end to another, besides the sin which he made Judah 
to sin so that they did what was evil in the sight of  the 
LORD. Now the rest of  the acts of  Manas'seh, and all 
that he did, and the sin that he committed, are they 
not written in the Book of  the Chronicles of  the 
Kings of  Judah? And Manas'seh slept with his fathers, 
and was buried in the garden of  his house, in the 
garden of  Uzza; and Amon his son reigned in his 
stead.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

First Letter of  Paul to the Corinthians
Therefore, my beloved, shun the worship of  idols. I 
speak as to sensible men; judge for yourselves what I 
say. The cup of  blessing which we bless, is it not a 
participation in the blood of  Christ? The bread which 
we break, is it not a participation in the body of  
Christ? Because there is one bread, we who are many 
are one body, for we all partake of  the one bread. 
Consider the people of  Israel; are not those who eat 
the sacrifices partners in the altar? What do I imply 
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then? That food offered to idols is anything, or that an
idol is anything? No, I imply that what pagans sacrifice
they offer to demons and not to God. I do not want 
you to be partners with demons. You cannot drink the 
cup of  the Lord and the cup of  demons. You cannot 
partake of  the table of  the Lord and the table of  
demons. Shall we provoke the Lord to jealousy? Are 
we stronger than he? “All things are lawful,” but not all
things are helpful. “All things are lawful,” but not all 
things build up. Let no one seek his own good, but the
good of  his neighbor. Eat whatever is sold in the meat
market without raising any question on the ground of  
conscience. For “the earth is the Lord’s, and 
everything in it.” If  one of  the unbelievers invites you 
to dinner and you are disposed to go, eat whatever is 
set before you without raising any question on the 
ground of  conscience. (But if  some one says to you, 
“This has been offered in sacrifice,” then out of  
consideration for the man who informed you, and for 
conscience’ sake—I mean his conscience, not yours—
do not eat it.) For why should my liberty be 
determined by another man’s scruples? If  I partake 
with thankfulness, why am I denounced because of  
that for which I give thanks? So, whether you eat or 
drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of  God.  
Give no offense to Jews or to Greeks or to the church 
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of  God, just as I try to please all men in everything I 
do, not seeking my own advantage, but that of  many, 
that they may be saved. Be imitators of  me, as I am of
Christ.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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