
YEAR 1, PROPER 22, THURSDAY: 
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Second Book of  the Kings
And the king commanded Hilki'ah, the high priest, 
and the priests of  the second order, and the keepers 
of  the threshold, to bring out of  the temple of  the 
LORD all the vessels made for Ba'al, for Ashe'rah, and 
for all the host of  heaven; he burned them outside 
Jerusalem in the fields of  the Kidron, and carried their
ashes to Bethel. And he deposed the idolatrous priests 
whom the kings of  Judah had ordained to burn 
incense in the high places at the cities of  Judah and 
round about Jerusalem; those also who burned incense
to Ba'al, to the sun, and the moon, and the 
constellations, and all the host of  the heavens. And he 
brought out the Ashe'rah from the house of  the 
LORD, outside Jerusalem, to the brook Kidron, and 
burned it at the brook Kidron, and beat it to dust and 
cast the dust of  it upon the graves of  the common 
people. And he broke down the houses of  the male 
cult prostitutes which were in the house of  the LORD, 
where the women wove hangings for the Ashe'rah. 
And he brought all the priests out of  the cities of  
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Judah, and defiled the high places where the priests 
had burned incense, from Geba to Beer-sheba; and he 
broke down the high places of  the gates that were at 
the entrance of  the gate of  Joshua the governor of  the
city, which were on one’s left at the gate of  the city. 
However, the priests of  the high places did not come 
up to the altar of  the LORD in Jerusalem, but they ate 
unleavened bread among their brethren. And he 
defiled To'pheth, which is in the valley of  the sons of  
Hinnom, that no one might burn his son or his 
daughter as an offering to Molech. And he removed 
the horses that the kings of  Judah had dedicated to the
sun, at the entrance to the house of  the LORD, by the 
chamber of  Nathan-melech the chamberlain, which 
was in the precincts; and he burned the chariots of  the
sun with fire. And the altars on the roof  of  the upper 
chamber of  Ahaz, which the kings of  Judah had made,
and the altars which Manas'seh had made in the two 
courts of  the house of  the LORD, he pulled down and 
broke in pieces, and cast the dust of  them into the 
brook Kidron. And the king defiled the high places 
that were east of  Jerusalem, to the south of  the mount
of  corruption, which Solomon the king of  Israel had 
built for Ash'toreth the abomination of  the Sido'nians,
and for Chemosh the abomination of  Moab, and for 
Milcom the abomination of  the Ammonites. And he 
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broke in pieces the pillars, and cut down the Ashe'rim, 
and filled their places with the bones of  men. 
Moreover the altar at Bethel, the high place erected by 
Jerobo'am the son of  Nebat, who made Israel to sin, 
that altar with the high place he pulled down and he 
broke in pieces its stones, crushing them to dust; also 
he burned the Ashe'rah. And as Josi'ah turned, he saw 
the tombs there on the mount; and he sent and took 
the bones out of  the tombs, and burned them upon 
the altar, and defiled it, according to the word of  the 
LORD which the man of  God proclaimed, who had 
predicted these things. Then he said, “What is yonder 
monument that I see?” And the men of  the city told 
him, “It is the tomb of  the man of  God who came 
from Judah and predicted these things which you have 
done against the altar at Bethel.” And he said, “Let 
him be; let no man move his bones.” So they let his 
bones alone, with the bones of  the prophet who came
out of  Sama'ria. And all the shrines also of  the high 
places that were in the cities of  Sama'ria, which kings 
of  Israel had made, provoking the LORD to anger, 
Josi'ah removed; he did to them according to all that 
he had done at Bethel. And he slew all the priests of  
the high places who were there, upon the altars, and 
burned the bones of  men upon them. Then he 
returned to Jerusalem. And the king commanded all 
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the people, “Keep the passover to the LORD your 
God, as it is written in this book of  the covenant.” For
no such passover had been kept since the days of  the 
judges who judged Israel, or during all the days of  the 
kings of  Israel or of  the kings of  Judah; but in the 
eighteenth year of  King Josi'ah this passover was kept 
to the LORD in Jerusalem. Moreover Josi'ah put away 
the mediums and the wizards and the teraphim and 
the idols and all the abominations that were seen in 
the land of  Judah and in Jerusalem, that he might 
establish the words of  the law which were written in 
the book that Hilki'ah the priest found in the house of
the LORD. Before him there was no king like him, who
turned to the LORD with all his heart and with all his 
soul and with all his might, according to all the law of  
Moses; nor did any like him arise after him.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

First Letter of  Paul to the Corinthians
Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want
you to be uninformed. You know that when you were 
heathen, you were led astray to dumb idols, however 
you may have been moved. Therefore I want you to 
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understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of  God 
ever says “Jesus be cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus 
is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. Now there are 
varieties of  gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are 
varieties of  service, but the same Lord; and there are 
varieties of  working, but it is the same God who 
inspires them all in every one. To each is given the 
manifestation of  the Spirit for the common good. To 
one is given through the Spirit the utterance of  
wisdom, and to another the utterance of  knowledge 
according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the 
same Spirit, to another gifts of  healing by the one 
Spirit, to another the working of  miracles, to another 
prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between 
spirits, to another various kinds of  tongues, to another
the interpretation of  tongues. All these are inspired by 
one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one 
individually as he wills.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

YEAR 1, PROPER 22, THURSDAY: MORNING PRAYER

2 KINGS 23:4–25; 1 CORINTHIANS 12:1–11


