YEAR 1, PROPER 22, THURSDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Micah

And I said: Hear, you heads of Jacob and rulers of the
house of Israel! Is it not for you to know justice’—you
who hate the good and love the evil, who tear the skin
from off my people, and their flesh from off their
bones; who eat the flesh of my people, and flay their
skin from off them, and break their bones in pieces,
and chop them up like meat in a kettle, like flesh in a
caldron. Then they will cry to the LORD, but he will
not answer them; he will hide his face from them at
that time, because they have made their deeds evil.
Thus says the LORD concerning the prophets who lead
my people astray, who cry “Peace” when they have
something to eat, but declare war against him who
puts nothing into their mouths. Therefore it shall be
night to you, without vision, and darkness to you,
without divination. The sun shall go down upon the
prophets, and the day shall be black over them; the
seers shall be disgraced, and the diviners put to shame;
they shall all cover their lips, for there is no answer
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from God. But as for me, I am filled with power, with
the Spirit of the LORD, and with justice and might, to
declare to Jacob his transgression and to Israel his sin.
Hear this, you heads of the house of Jacob and rulers
of the house of Israel, who abhor justice and pervert
all equity, who build Zion with blood and Jerusalem
with wrong. Its heads give judgment for a bribe, its
priests teach for hire, its prophets divine for money;
yet they lean upon the LORD and say, “Is not the
LORD in the midst of us? No evil shall come upon us.”
Therefore because of you Zion shall be plowed as a
field; Jerusalem shall become a heap of ruins, and the

mountain of the house a wooded height.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew
While Jesus was thus speaking to the disciples of John,
behold, a ruler came in and knelt before him, saying,
“My daughter has just died; but come and lay your
hand on her, and she will live.” And Jesus rose and
followed him, with his disciples. And behold, a woman
who had suffered from a hemorrhage for twelve years
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came up behind him and touched the fringe of his
garment; for she said to herself, “If I only touch his
garment, [ shall be made well.” Jesus turned, and
seeing her he said, ““T'ake heart, daughter; your faith
has made you well.” And instantly the woman was
made well. And when Jesus came to the ruler’s house,
and saw the flute players, and the crowd making a
tumult, he said, “Depart; for the girl 1s not dead but
sleeping.” And they laughed at him. But when the
crowd had been put outside, he went in and took her
by the hand, and the girl arose. And the report of this
went through all that district.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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