YEAR 1, PROPER 23, SUNDAY:
EVENSONG & BENEDICTION

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Ba'lak BAY-lack
Ba'laam BAY-luhm
Be'or BEE-or
Shit'tim SHIT-tim
Om'ri AHM-righ
A'hab AY-hab

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Micah

Hear what the LORD says: Arise, plead your case
before the mountains, and let the hills hear your voice.
Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD,
and you enduring foundations of the earth; for the
LORD has a controversy with his people, and he will
contend with Israel. “O my people, what have I done
to your In what have I wearied you? Answer me! For 1

brought you up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed
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you from the house of bondage; and I sent before you
Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O my people, remember
what Ba'lak king of Moab devised, and what Ba'laam
the son of Be'or answered him, and what happened
from Shit'tim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving
acts of the LORD.” “With what shall I come before the
LORD, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I
come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a
year old? Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of
rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give
my first-born for my transgression, the fruit of my
body for the sin of my soul?”” He has showed you, O
man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of
you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to
walk humbly with your God? The voice of the LORD
cries to the city—and it is sound wisdom to fear thy
name: “Hear, O tribe and assembly of the city! Can I
forget the treasures of wickedness in the house of the
wicked, and the scant measure that is accursed? Shall 1
acquit the man with wicked scales and with a bag of
deceitful weights? Your rich men are full of violence;
your inhabitants speak lies, and their tongue is
deceitful in their mouth. Therefore I have begun to
smite you, making you desolate because of your sins.
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You shall eat, but not be satisfied, and there shall be
hunger in your inward parts; you shall put away, but
not save, and what you save I will give to the sword.
You shall sow, but not reap; you shall tread olives, but
not anoint yourselves with oil; you shall tread grapes,
but not drink wine. For you have kept the statutes of
Om'ri, and all the works of the house of A'hab; and
you have walked 1n their counsels; that I may make
you a desolation, and your inhabitants a hissing; so you
shall bear the scorn of the peoples.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

For use with the Second Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

denarii di-NAR-ee-ee

The Second 1.esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel According to Luke
One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him, and
he went into the Pharisee’s house, and took his place
at table. And behold, a woman of the city, who was a

YEAR 1, PROPER 23, SUNDAY: EVENSONG & BENEDICTION
MICAH 6:1-16*; LUKE 7:36—-50; NEHEMIAH 9:9-15

THE FIRST LESSON 1S REORDERED FROM TUESDAY OF PROPER 22 THROUGH MOND.AY OF PROPER 23
SO THAT WE HEAR ALL OF THE BOOK OF MICAH AT THE DAILY OFFICE.



sinner, when she learned that he was at table in the
Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask of
ointment, and standing behind him at his feet,
weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears, and
wiped them with the hair of her head, and kissed his
feet, and anointed them with the ointment. Now when
the Pharisee who had invited him saw it, he said to
himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would have
known who and what sort of woman this is who is
touching him, for she 1s a sinner.” And Jesus
answering said to him, “Simon, I have something to
say to you.” And he answered, “What 1s 1t, Teacher?”
“A certain creditor had two debtors; one owed five
hundred denarii, and the other fifty. When they could
not pay, he forgave them both. Now which of them
will love him more?” Simon answered, “The one, I
suppose, to whom he forgave more.” And he said to
him, “You have judged rightly.” Then turning toward
the woman he said to Simon, “Do you see this
woman? I entered your house, you gave me no water
for my feet, but she has wet my feet with her tears and
wiped them with her hair. You gave me no kiss, but
from the time I came in she has not ceased to kiss my
feet. You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has
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anointed my feet with ointment. Therefore I tell you,
her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved
much; but he who is forgiven little, loves little.” And
he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” Then those
who were at table with him began to say among
themselves, “Who is this, who even forgives sins?”
And he said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you;
go in peace.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

At Encharistic Benediction. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Nehemiah

Ezra prayed to God in the presence of all the people:
“And thou didst see the affliction of our fathers in
Egypt and hear their cry at the Red Sea, and didst
perform signs and wonders against Pharaoh and all his
servants and all the people of his land, for thou
knewest that they acted insolently against our fathers;
and thou didst get thee a name, as it is to this day. And
thou didst divide the sea before them, so that they
went through the midst of the sea on dry land; and
thou didst cast their pursuers into the depths, as a
stone into mighty waters. By a pillar of cloud thou
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didst lead them in the day, and by a pillar of fire in the
night to light for them the way in which they should
go. Thou didst come down upon Mount Sinai, and
speak with them from heaven and give them right
ordinances and true laws, good statutes and
commandments, and thou didst make known to them
thy holy sabbath and command them commandments
and statutes and a law by Moses thy servant. Thou
didst give them bread from heaven for their hunger
and bring forth water for them from the rock for their
thirst, and thou didst tell them to go in to possess the
land which thou hadst sworn to give them.”

No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction.
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