
YEAR 1, PROPER 23, WEDNESDAY:
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Jeremiah
King Zedeki'ah sent Jehu'cal the son of  Shelemi'ah, 
and Zephani'ah the priest, the son of  Ma-asei'ah, to 
Jeremiah the prophet, saying, “Pray for us to the LORD
our God.” Now Jeremiah was still going in and out 
among the people, for he had not yet been put in 
prison. The army of  Pharaoh had come out of  Egypt; 
and when the Chalde'ans who were besieging 
Jerusalem heard news of  them, they withdrew from 
Jerusalem. Then the word of  the LORD came to 
Jeremiah the prophet: “Thus says the LORD, God of  
Israel: Thus shall you say to the king of  Judah who 
sent you to me to inquire of  me, ‘Behold, Pharaoh’s 
army which came to help you is about to return to 
Egypt, to its own land. And the Chalde'ans shall come 
back and fight against this city; they shall take it and 
burn it with fire. Thus says the LORD, Do not deceive 
yourselves, saying, “The Chalde'ans will surely stay 
away from us,” for they will not stay away. For even if  
you should defeat the whole army of  Chalde'ans who 
are fighting against you, and there remained of  them 
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only wounded men, every man in his tent, they would 
rise up and burn this city with fire.’ ” Now when the 
Chalde'an army had withdrawn from Jerusalem at the 
approach of  Pharaoh’s army, Jeremiah set out from 
Jerusalem to go to the land of  Benjamin to receive his 
portion there among the people. When he was at the 
Benjamin Gate, a sentry there named Iri'jah the son of
Shelemi'ah, son of  Hanani'ah, seized Jeremiah the 
prophet, saying, “You are deserting to the Chalde'ans.”
And Jeremiah said, “It is false; I am not deserting to 
the Chalde'ans.” But Iri'jah would not listen to him, 
and seized Jeremiah and brought him to the princes. 
And the princes were enraged at Jeremiah, and they 
beat him and imprisoned him in the house of  
Jonathan the secretary, for it had been made a prison. 
When Jeremiah had come to the dungeon cells, and 
remained there many days, King Zedeki'ah sent for 
him, and received him. The king questioned him 
secretly in his house, and said, “Is there any word from
the LORD?” Jeremiah said, “There is.” Then he said, 
“You shall be delivered into the hand of  the king of  
Babylon.” Jeremiah also said to King Zedeki'ah, “What
wrong have I done to you or your servants or this 
people, that you have put me in prison? Where are 
your prophets who prophesied to you, saying, ‘The 
king of  Babylon will not come against you and against 
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this land’? Now hear, I pray you, O my lord the king: 
let my humble plea come before you, and do not send 
me back to the house of  Jonathan the secretary, lest I 
die there.” So King Zedeki'ah gave orders, and they 
committed Jeremiah to the court of  the guard; and a 
loaf  of  bread was given him daily from the bakers’ 
street, until all the bread of  the city was gone. So 
Jeremiah remained in the court of  the guard.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

First Letter of  Paul to the Corinthians
Therefore, he who speaks in a tongue should pray for 
the power to interpret. For if  I pray in a tongue, my 
spirit prays but my mind is unfruitful. What am I to 
do? I will pray with the spirit and I will pray with the 
mind also; I will sing with the spirit and I will sing with
the mind also. Otherwise, if  you bless with the spirit, 
how can any one in the position of  an outsider say the
“Amen” to your thanksgiving when he does not know 
what you are saying? For you may give thanks well 
enough, but the other man is not edified. I thank God 
that I speak in tongues more than you all; nevertheless,
in church I would rather speak five words with my 
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mind, in order to instruct others, than ten thousand 
words in a tongue. Brethren, do not be children in 
your thinking; be babes in evil, but in thinking be 
mature. In the law it is written, “By men of  strange 
tongues and by the lips of  foreigners will I speak to 
this people, and even then they will not listen to me, 
says the Lord.” Thus, tongues are a sign not for 
believers but for unbelievers, while prophecy is not for
unbelievers but for believers. If, therefore, the whole 
church assembles and all speak in tongues, and 
outsiders or unbelievers enter, will they not say that 
you are mad? But if  all prophesy, and an unbeliever or 
outsider enters, he is convicted by all, he is called to 
account by all, the secrets of  his heart are disclosed; 
and so, falling on his face, he will worship God and 
declare that God is really among you.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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