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The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter of  Paul to the Romans
The promise to Abraham and his descendants, that 
they should inherit the world, did not come through 
the law but through the righteousness of  faith. If  it is 
the adherents of  the law who are to be the heirs, faith 
is null and the promise is void. For the law brings 
wrath, but where there is no law there is no 
transgression. That is why it depends on faith, in order
that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed 
to all his descendants—not only to the adherents of  
the law but also to those who share the faith of  
Abraham, for he is the father of  us all, as it is written, 
“I have made you the father of  many nations”—in the
presence of  the God in whom he believed, who gives 
life to the dead and calls into existence the things that 
do not exist. In hope he believed against hope, that he 
should become the father of  many nations; as he had 
been told, “So shall your descendants be.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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Psalm 105:1-6
The Reader says
Please join me in reading Psalm 105, verses 1 through 
6, found in the red Prayer Book on page 738.
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.)

1 Give thanks to the LORD and call upon his 
Name; *

  make known his deeds among the peoples.

2 Sing to him, sing praises to him, *
  and speak of  all his marvelous works.

3 Glory in his holy Name; *
  let the hearts of  those who seek the LORD 

rejoice.

4 Search for the LORD and his strength; *
  continually seek his face.

5 Remember the marvels he has done, *
  his wonders and the judgments of  his mouth,

6 O offspring of  Abraham his servant, *
  O children of  Jacob his chosen.
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The Reader says
Please stand for the Gospel.

The Gospel Acclamation
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation.
Reader Alleluia.
People Alleluia.
Reader The Lord is faithful in all his words *

  and merciful in all his deeds.
People Alleluia.

The Reader returns to his or her seat.

The Holy Gospel
The Minister says The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Minister  The Holy Gospel of  our Lord 

Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said to his disciples, “I tell you, every one who 
acknowledges me before men, the Son of  man also 
will acknowledge before the angels of  God; but he 
who denies me before men will be denied before the 
angels of  God. And every one who speaks a word 

YEAR 1, PROPER 23, SATURDAY: MASS

ROMANS 4:13–18; PSALM 105:1–6*; LUKE 12:8–12



against the Son of  man will be forgiven; but he who 
blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be 
forgiven. And when they bring you before the 
synagogues and the rulers and the authorities, do not 
be anxious how or what you are to answer or what you
are to say; for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that 
very hour what you ought to say.”
The Minister says The Gospel of  the Lord.
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