
YEAR 1, PROPER 24, SUNDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Jeremiah
These are the words of  the letter which Jeremiah the 
prophet sent from Jerusalem to the elders of  the 
exiles, and to the priests, the prophets, and all the 
people, whom Nebuchadnez'zar had taken into exile 
from Jerusalem to Babylon. “Thus says the LORD of  
hosts, the God of  Israel, to all the exiles whom I have 
sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: Build 
houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their 
produce. Take wives and have sons and daughters; take
wives for your sons, and give your daughters in 
marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; 
multiply there, and do not decrease. But seek the 
welfare of  the city where I have sent you into exile, 
and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare 
you will find your welfare. For thus says the LORD of  
hosts, the God of  Israel: Do not let your prophets and
your diviners who are among you deceive you, and do 
not listen to the dreams which they dream, for it is a 
lie which they are prophesying to you in my name; I 
did not send them, says the LORD. For thus says the 
LORD: When seventy years are completed for Babylon,
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I will visit you, and I will fulfil to you my promise and 
bring you back to this place. For I know the plans I 
have for you, says the LORD, plans for welfare and not 
for evil, to give you a future and a hope. Then you will 
call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear
you. You will seek me and find me; when you seek me 
with all your heart, I will be found by you, says the 
LORD, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you 
from all the nations and all the places where I have 
driven you, says the LORD, and I will bring you back to
the place from which I sent you into exile.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles
And Paul and Timothy went through the region of  
Phry'gia and Galatia, having been forbidden by the 
Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia. And when they 
had come opposite My'sia, they attempted to go into 
Bithyn'ia, but the Spirit of  Jesus did not allow them; 
so, passing by My'sia, they went down to Tro'as. And a
vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of  
Macedo'nia was standing beseeching him and saying, 
“Come over to Macedo'nia and help us.” And when he
had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on 
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into Macedo'nia, concluding that God had called us to 
preach the gospel to them. Setting sail therefore from 
Tro'as, we made a direct voyage to Sam'othrace, and 
the following day to Ne-ap'olis, and from there to 
Philip'pi, which is the leading city of  the district of  
Macedo'nia, and a Roman colony. We remained in this 
city some days; and on the sabbath day we went 
outside the gate to the riverside, where we supposed 
there was a place of  prayer; and we sat down and 
spoke to the women who had come together. One 
who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the 
city of  Thyati'ra, a seller of  purple goods, who was a 
worshiper of  God. The Lord opened her heart to give 
heed to what was said by Paul. And when she was 
baptized, with her household, she besought us, saying, 
“If  you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, 
come to my house and stay.” And she prevailed upon 
us.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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