
YEAR 1, PROPER 24, SUNDAY:
EVENSONG & BENEDICTION

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Ecclesiasticus
My son, deprive not the poor of  his living, and do not 
keep needy eyes waiting. Do not grieve the one who is 
hungry, nor anger a man in want. Do not add to the 
troubles of  an angry mind, nor delay your gift to a 
beggar. Do not reject an afflicted suppliant, nor turn 
your face away from the poor. Do not avert your eye 
from the needy, nor give a man occasion to curse you; 
for if  in bitterness of  soul he calls down a curse upon 
you, his Creator will hear his prayer. Make yourself  
beloved in the congregation; bow your head low to a 
great man. Incline your ear to the poor, and answer 
him peaceably and gently. Deliver him who is wronged
from the hand of  the wrongdoer; and do not be 
fainthearted in judging a case. Be like a father to 
orphans, and instead of  a husband to their mother; 
you will then be like a son of  the Most High, and he 
will love you more than does your mother.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel According to Luke
After this the Lord appointed seventy others, and sent 
them on ahead of  him, two by two, into every town 
and place where he himself  was about to come. And 
he said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the 
laborers are few; pray therefore the Lord of  the 
harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. Go your 
way; behold, I send you out as lambs in the midst of  
wolves. Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and salute 
no one on the road. Whatever house you enter, first 
say, ‘Peace be to this house!’ And if  a son of  peace is 
there, your peace shall rest upon him; but if  not, it 
shall return to you. And remain in the same house, 
eating and drinking what they provide, for the laborer 
deserves his wages; do not go from house to house. 
Whenever you enter a town and they receive you, eat 
what is set before you; heal the sick in it and say to 
them, ‘The kingdom of  God has come near to you.’ 
But whenever you enter a town and they do not 
receive you, go into its streets and say, ‘Even the dust 
of  your town that clings to our feet, we wipe off  
against you; nevertheless know this, that the kingdom 
of  God has come near.’ I tell you, it shall be more 
tolerable on that day for Sodom than for that town. 
Woe to you, Chora'zin! woe to you, Beth-sa'ida! for if  
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the mighty works done in you had been done in Tyre 
and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting 
in sackcloth and ashes. But it shall be more tolerable in
the judgment for Tyre and Sidon than for you. And 
you, Caper'na-um, will you be exalted to heaven? You 
shall be brought down to Hades. He who hears you 
hears me, and he who rejects you rejects me, and he 
who rejects me rejects him who sent me.” The seventy
returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are 
subject to us in your name!” And he said to them, “I 
saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. Behold, I 
have given you authority to tread upon serpents and 
scorpions, and over all the power of  the enemy; and 
nothing shall hurt you. Nevertheless do not rejoice in 
this, that the spirits are subject to you; but rejoice that 
your names are written in heaven.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

At Benediction. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke
Jesus said, “What is the kingdom of  God like? And to 
what shall I compare it? It is like a grain of  mustard 
seed which a man took and sowed in his garden; and it
grew and became a tree, and the birds of  the air made 
nests in its branches.” And again he said, “To what 
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shall I compare the kingdom of  God? It is like leaven 
which a woman took and hid in three measures of  
flour, till it was all leavened.” He went on his way 
through towns and villages, teaching, and journeying 
toward Jerusalem.

No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction.
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