
YEAR 1, PROPER 24, MONDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Ecclesiasticus
Observe the right time, and beware of  evil; and do not
bring shame on yourself. For there is a shame which 
brings sin, and there is a shame which is glory and 
favor. Do not show partiality, to your own harm, or 
deference, to your downfall. Do not refrain from 
speaking at the crucial time, and do not hide your 
wisdom. For wisdom is known through speech, and 
education through the words of  the tongue. Never 
speak against the truth, but be mindful of  your 
ignorance. Do not be ashamed to confess your sins, 
and do not try to stop the current of  a river. Do not 
subject yourself  to a foolish fellow, nor show partiality
to a ruler. Strive even to death for the truth and the 
Lord God will fight for you. Do not be reckless in 
your speech, or sluggish and remiss in your deeds. Do 
not be like a lion in your home, nor be a faultfinder 
with your servants. Let not your hand be extended to 
receive, but withdrawn when it is time to repay. Do 
not set your heart on your wealth, nor say, “I have 
enough.” Do not follow your inclination and strength, 
walking according to the desires of  your heart. Do not
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say, “Who will have power over me?” for the Lord will
surely punish you. Do not say, “I sinned, and what 
happened to me?” for the Lord is slow to anger. Do 
not be so confident of  atonement that you add sin to 
sin. Do not say, “His mercy is great, he will forgive the
multitude of  my sins,” for both mercy and wrath are 
with him, and his anger rests on sinners. Do not delay 
to turn to the Lord, nor postpone it from day to day; 
for suddenly the wrath of  the Lord will go forth, and 
at the time of  punishment you will perish.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew
Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John, 
“To what shall I compare this generation? It is like 
children sitting in the market places and calling to their
playmates, ‘We piped to you, and you did not dance; 
we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ For John came 
neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a 
demon’; the Son of  man came eating and drinking, 
and they say, ‘Behold, a glutton and a drunkard, a 
friend of  tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is 
justified by her deeds.” Then he began to upbraid the 
cities where most of  his mighty works had been done, 
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because they did not repent. “Woe to you, Chora'zin! 
woe to you, Beth-sa'ida! for if  the mighty works done 
in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would 
have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. But I 
tell you, it shall be more tolerable on the day of  
judgment for Tyre and Sidon than for you. And you, 
Caper'na-um, will you be exalted to heaven? You shall 
be brought down to Hades. For if  the mighty works 
done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have 
remained until this day. But I tell you that it shall be 
more tolerable on the day of  judgment for the land of
Sodom than for you.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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