
YEAR 1, PROPER 24, THURSDAY:
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Ezra
In the first year of  Cyrus king of  Persia, that the word 
of  the LORD by the mouth of  Jeremiah might be 
accomplished, the LORD stirred up the spirit of  Cyrus 
king of  Persia so that he made a proclamation 
throughout all his kingdom and also put it in writing: 
“Thus says Cyrus king of  Persia: The LORD, the God 
of  heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of  the earth,
and he has charged me to build him a house at 
Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Whoever is among you 
of  all his people, may his God be with him, and let 
him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and rebuild 
the house of  the LORD, the God of  Israel—he is the 
God who is in Jerusalem; and let each survivor, in 
whatever place he sojourns, be assisted by the men of  
his place with silver and gold, with goods and with 
beasts, besides freewill offerings for the house of  God
which is in Jerusalem.” Then rose up the heads of  the 
fathers’ houses of  Judah and Benjamin, and the priests
and the Levites, every one whose spirit God had 
stirred to go up to rebuild the house of  the LORD 

YEAR 1, PROPER 24, THURSDAY: MORNING PRAYER

EZRA 1:1–11; 1 CORINTHIANS 16:1–9



which is in Jerusalem; and all who were about them 
aided them with vessels of  silver, with gold, with 
goods, with beasts, and with costly wares, besides all 
that was freely offered. Cyrus the king also brought 
out the vessels of  the house of  the LORD which 
Nebuchadnez'zar had carried away from Jerusalem and
placed in the house of  his gods. Cyrus king of  Persia 
brought these out in charge of  Mith'redath the 
treasurer, who counted them out to Shesh-baz'zar the 
prince of  Judah. And this was the number of  them: a 
thousand basins of  gold, a thousand basins of  silver, 
twenty-nine censers, thirty bowls of  gold, two 
thousand four hundred and ten bowls of  silver, and a 
thousand other vessels; all the vessels of  gold and of  
silver were five thousand four hundred and sixty-nine. 
All these did Shesh-baz'zar bring up, when the exiles 
were brought up from Babylonia to Jerusalem.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

First Letter of  Paul to the Corinthians
Now concerning the contribution for the saints: as I 
directed the churches of  Galatia, so you also are to do.
On the first day of  every week, each of  you is to put 
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something aside and store it up, as he may prosper, so 
that contributions need not be made when I come. 
And when I arrive, I will send those whom you 
accredit by letter to carry your gift to Jerusalem. If  it 
seems advisable that I should go also, they will 
accompany me. I will visit you after passing through 
Macedo'nia, for I intend to pass through Macedo'nia, 
and perhaps I will stay with you or even spend the 
winter, so that you may speed me on my journey, 
wherever I go. For I do not want to see you now just 
in passing; I hope to spend some time with you, if  the 
Lord permits. But I will stay in Ephesus until 
Pentecost, for a wide door for effective work has 
opened to me, and there are many adversaries.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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