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YEAR 1, PROPER 24, FRIDAY: EVENING PRAYER 
 
For use with the First Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 
 

Ecclesiasticus  uh-KLEE-zee-ASS-ti-kuhs 
 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from Ecclesiasticus 
Do not praise a man for his good looks, nor loathe a 
man because of his appearance. The bee is small 
among flying creatures, but her product is the best of 
sweet things. Do not boast about wearing fine clothes, 
nor exalt yourself in the day that you are honored; for 
the works of the Lord are wonderful, and his works are 
concealed from men. Many kings have had to sit on the 
ground, but one who was never thought of has worn a 
crown. Many rulers have been greatly disgraced, and 
illustrious men have been handed over to others. Do 
not find fault before you investigate; first consider, and 
then reprove. Do not answer before you have heard, 
nor interrupt a speaker in the midst of his words. Do 
not argue about a matter which does not concern you, 
nor sit with sinners when they judge a case. My son, do 
not busy yourself with many matters; if you multiply 
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activities you will not go unpunished, and if you pursue 
you will not overtake, and by fleeing you will not 
escape. There is a man who works, and toils, and 
presses on, but is so much the more in want. There is 
another who is slow and needs help, who lacks 
strength and abounds in poverty; but the eyes of the 
Lord look upon him for his good; he lifts him out of 
his low estate and raises up his head, so that many are 
amazed at him. Good things and bad, life and death, 
poverty and wealth, come from the Lord. The gift of 
the Lord endures for those who are godly, and what he 
approves will have lasting success. There is a man who 
is rich through his diligence and self-denial, and this is 
the reward allotted to him: when he says, “I have found 
rest, and now I shall enjoy my goods!” he does not 
know how much time will pass until he leaves them to 
others and dies. Stand by your covenant and attend to 
it, and grow old in your work. 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
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For use with the Second Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 
 

Be-el'zebul   bee-EL-zuh-bul 
 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew 
Then a blind and dumb demoniac was brought to 
Jesus, and he healed him, so that the dumb man spoke 
and saw. And all the people were amazed, and said, 
“Can this be the Son of David?” But when the 
Pharisees heard it they said, “It is only by Be-el'zebul, 
the prince of demons, that this man casts out demons.” 
Knowing their thoughts, he said to them, “Every 
kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and no city 
or house divided against itself will stand; and if Satan 
casts out Satan, he is divided against himself; how then 
will his kingdom stand? And if I cast out demons by 
Be-el'zebul, by whom do your sons cast them out? 
Therefore they shall be your judges. But if it is by the 
Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom 
of God has come upon you. Or how can one enter a 
strong man’s house and plunder his goods, unless he 
first binds the strong man? Then indeed he may 
plunder his house. He who is not with me is against 
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me, and he who does not gather with me scatters. 
Therefore I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be 
forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will 
not be forgiven. And whoever says a word against the 
Son of man will be forgiven; but whoever speaks 
against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in 
this age or in the age to come.”  
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 


