
YEAR 1, PROPER 24, SATURDAY: MORNING 
PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Ezra
And in the days of  Ar-ta-xerx'es, Bishlam and 
Mith'redath and Tab'eel and the rest of  their associates
wrote to Ar-ta-xerx'es king of  Persia; the letter was 
written in Aramaic and translated. This is a copy of  
the letter that they sent—“To Ar-ta-xerx'es the king: 
Your servants, the men of  the province Beyond the 
River, send greeting. And now be it known to the king 
that the Jews who came up from you to us have gone 
to Jerusalem. They are rebuilding that rebellious and 
wicked city; they are finishing the walls and repairing 
the foundations. Now be it known to the king that, if  
this city is rebuilt and the walls finished, they will not 
pay tribute, custom, or toll, and the royal revenue will 
be impaired. Now because we eat the salt of  the palace
and it is not fitting for us to witness the king’s 
dishonor, therefore we send and inform the king, in 
order that search may be made in the book of  the 
records of  your fathers. You will find in the book of  
the records and learn that this city is a rebellious city, 
hurtful to kings and provinces, and that sedition was 
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stirred up in it from of  old. That was why this city was
laid waste. We make known to the king that, if  this city
is rebuilt and its walls finished, you will then have no 
possession in the province Beyond the River.” The 
king sent an answer: “To Rehum the commander and 
Shim'shai the scribe and the rest of  their associates 
who live in Sama'ria and in the rest of  the province 
Beyond the River, greeting. And now the letter which 
you sent to us has been plainly read before me. And I 
made a decree, and search has been made, and it has 
been found that this city from of  old has risen against 
kings, and that rebellion and sedition have been made 
in it. And mighty kings have been over Jerusalem, who
ruled over the whole province Beyond the River, to 
whom tribute, custom, and toll were paid. Therefore 
make a decree that these men be made to cease, and 
that this city be not rebuilt, until a decree is made by 
me. And take care not to be slack in this matter; why 
should damage grow to the hurt of  the king?” Then, 
when the copy of  King Ar-ta-xerx'es’ letter was read 
before Rehum and Shim'shai the scribe and their 
associates, they went in haste to the Jews at Jerusalem 
and by force and power made them cease.  Then the 
work on the house of  God which is in Jerusalem 
stopped; and it ceased until the second year of  the 
reign of  Darius king of  Persia.
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The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter of  Paul to Philemon
Paul, a prisoner of  Christ Jesus, and Timothy our 
brother, To Philemon our beloved and fellow worker, 
and Ap'phia our sister and Archip'pus our fellow 
soldier, and the church in your house: Grace to you 
and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. I thank my God always when I remember you 
in my prayers, because I hear of  your love and of  the 
faith which you have toward the Lord Jesus and all the 
saints, and I pray that the sharing of  your faith may 
promote the knowledge of  all the good that is ours in 
Christ. For I have derived much joy and comfort from 
your love, my brother, because the hearts of  the saints 
have been refreshed through you. Accordingly, though
I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do 
what is required, yet for love’s sake I prefer to appeal 
to you—I, Paul, an ambassador and now a prisoner 
also for Christ Jesus—I appeal to you for my child, 
Ones'imus, whose father I have become in my 
imprisonment. (Formerly he was useless to you, but 
now he is indeed useful to you and to me.) I am 
sending him back to you, sending my very heart. I 
would have been glad to keep him with me, in order 
that he might serve me on your behalf  during my 
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imprisonment for the gospel; but I preferred to do 
nothing without your consent in order that your 
goodness might not be by compulsion but of  your 
own free will. Perhaps this is why he was parted from 
you for a while, that you might have him back for ever,
no longer as a slave but more than a slave, as a beloved
brother, especially to me but how much more to you, 
both in the flesh and in the Lord. So if  you consider 
me your partner, receive him as you would receive me. 
If  he has wronged you at all, or owes you anything, 
charge that to my account. I, Paul, write this with my 
own hand, I will repay it—to say nothing of  your 
owing me even your own self. Yes, brother, I want 
some benefit from you in the Lord. Refresh my heart 
in Christ. Confident of  your obedience, I write to you,
knowing that you will do even more than I say. At the 
same time, prepare a guest room for me, for I am 
hoping through your prayers to be granted to you. 
Ep'aphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends 
greetings to you, and so do Mark, Aristar'chus, Demas,
and Luke, my fellow workers. The grace of  the Lord 
Jesus Christ be with your spirit.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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