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YEAR 1, PROPER 24, SATURDAY: EVENING PRAYER 
 
For use with the First Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 
 

Ecclesiasticus  uh-KLEE-zee-ASS-ti-kuhs 
 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from Ecclesiasticus 
A hymn of praise is not fitting on the lips of a sinner, 
for it has not been sent from the Lord. For a hymn of 
praise should be uttered in wisdom, and the Lord will 
prosper it. Do not say, “Because of the Lord I left the 
right way”; for he will not do what he hates. Do not 
say, “It was he who led me astray”; for he has no need 
of a sinful man. The Lord hates all abominations, and 
they are not loved by those who fear him. It was he 
who created man in the beginning, and he left him in 
the power of his own inclination. If you will, you can 
keep the commandments, and to act faithfully is a 
matter of your own choice. He has placed before you 
fire and water: stretch out your hand for whichever 
you wish. Before a man are life and death, and 
whichever he chooses will be given to him. For great is 
the wisdom of the Lord; he is mighty in power and 
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sees everything; his eyes are on those who fear him, 
and he knows every deed of man. He has not 
commanded any one to be ungodly, and he has not 
given any one permission to sin. 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
For use with the Second Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 
 

Nin'eveh  NIN-uh-vuh 
 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew 
Jesus said to the Pharisees, “Either make the tree 
good, and its fruit good; or make the tree bad, and its 
fruit bad; for the tree is known by its fruit. You brood 
of vipers! how can you speak good, when you are evil? 
For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaks. The good man out of his good treasure brings 
forth good, and the evil man out of his evil treasure 
brings forth evil. I tell you, on the day of judgment 
men will render account for every careless word they 
utter; for by your words you will be justified, and by 
your words you will be condemned.” Then some of 



YEAR 1, PROPER 24, SATURDAY: EVENING PRAYER 
ECCLESIASTICUS 15:9–20; MATTHEW 12:33–42 

the scribes and Pharisees said to him, “Teacher, we 
wish to see a sign from you.” But he answered them, 
“An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign; 
but no sign shall be given to it except the sign of the 
prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three days and three 
nights in the belly of the whale, so will the Son of man 
be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 
The men of Nin'eveh will arise at the judgment with 
this generation and condemn it; for they repented at 
the preaching of Jonah, and behold, something greater 
than Jonah is here. The queen of the South will arise at 
the judgment with this generation and condemn it; for 
she came from the ends of the earth to hear the 
wisdom of Solomon, and behold, something greater 
than Solomon is here.” 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord.  


