YEAR 1, PROPER 25, SUNDAY:
EVENSONG & BENEDICTION

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Ecclesiasticus uh-KILEE-zee-AS-ti-kuhs

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from Ecclesiasticus

Before you speak, learn, and before you fall ill, take
care of your health. Before judgment, examine
yourself, and in the hour of visitation you will find
forgiveness. Before falling ill, humble yourself, and
when you are on the point of sinning, turn back. Let
nothing hinder you from paying a vow promptly, and
do not wait until death to be released from it. Before
making a vow, prepare yourself; and do not be like a
man who tempts the Lord. Think of his wrath on the
day of death, and of the moment of vengeance when
he turns away his face. In the time of plenty think of
the time of hunger; in the days of wealth think of
poverty and need. From morning to evening
conditions change, and all things move swiftly before
the Lord. A wise man is cautious in everything, and in
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days of sin he guards against wrongdoing. Every
intelligent man knows wisdom, and he praises the one
who finds her. Those who understand sayings become
skilled themselves, and pour forth apt proverbs. Do
not follow your base desires, but restrain your
appetites. If you allow your soul to take pleasure in
base desire, it will make you the laughingstock of your
enemies. Do not revel in great luxury, lest you become
impoverished by its expense. Do not become a beggar
by feasting with borrowed money, when you have
nothing in your purse.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel According to Luke
And behold, a lawyer stood up to put Jesus to the test,
saying, ““T'eacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal
life?”” He said to him, “What 1s written in the law?
How do you read?” And he answered, “You shall love
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your
mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” And he said to
him, “You have answered right; do this, and you will
live.” But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus,
“And who 1s my neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A man was
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going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell
among robbers, who stripped him and beat him, and
departed, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a
priest was going down that road; and when he saw
him he passed by on the other side. So likewise a
Levite, when he came to the place and saw him,
passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, as he
journeyed, came to where he was; and when he saw
him, he had compassion, and went to him and bound
up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; then he set
him on his own beast and brought him to an inn, and
took care of him. And the next day he took out two
denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, “Take
care of him; and whatever more you spend, I will
repay you when I come back.” Which of these three,
do you think, proved neighbor to the man who fell
among the robbers?” He said, “The one who showed
mercy on him.” And Jesus said to him, “Go and do
likewise.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

At Euncharistic Benediction. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah

Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My
way 1s hid from the LORD, and my right 1s disregarded
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by my God”’? Have you not known? Have you not
heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator
of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow
weary, his understanding 1s unsearchable. He gives
power to the faint, and to him who has no might he
increases strength. Even youths shall faint and be
weary, and young men shall fall exhausted; but they
who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, they
shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run
and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.

No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction.
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