
YEAR 1, PROPER 25, THURSDAY: 
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Nehemiah
The words of  Nehemi'ah the son of  Hacali'ah. Now it
happened in the month of  Chislev, in the twentieth 
year, as I was in Susa the capital, that Hana'ni, one of  
my brethren, came with certain men out of  Judah; and
I asked them concerning the Jews that survived, who 
had escaped exile, and concerning Jerusalem. And they
said to me, “The survivors there in the province who 
escaped exile are in great trouble and shame; the wall 
of  Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates are 
destroyed by fire.” When I heard these words I sat 
down and wept, and mourned for days; and I 
continued fasting and praying before the God of  
heaven. And I said, “O LORD God of  heaven, the 
great and terrible God who keeps covenant and 
steadfast love with those who love him and keep his 
commandments; let thy ear be attentive, and thy eyes 
open, to hear the prayer of  thy servant which I now 
pray before thee day and night for the people of  Israel
thy servants, confessing the sins of  the people of  
Israel, which we have sinned against thee. Yea, I and 
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my father’s house have sinned. We have acted very 
corruptly against thee, and have not kept the 
commandments, the statutes, and the ordinances 
which thou didst command thy servant Moses. 
Remember the word which thou didst command thy 
servant Moses, saying, ‘If  you are unfaithful, I will 
scatter you among the peoples; but if  you return to me
and keep my commandments and do them, though 
your dispersed be under the farthest skies, I will gather
them thence and bring them to the place which I have 
chosen, to make my name dwell there.’ They are thy 
servants and thy people, whom thou hast redeemed by
thy great power and by thy strong hand.  O Lord, let 
thy ear be attentive to the prayer of  thy servant, and to
the prayer of  thy servants who delight to fear thy 
name; and give success to thy servant today, and grant 
him mercy in the sight of  this man.” Now I was 
cupbearer to the king.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Revelation to John
Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the 
living creatures and the elders the voice of  many 
angels, numbering myriads of  myriads and thousands 
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of  thousands, saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the 
Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and 
wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!”
And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and
under the earth and in the sea, and all therein, saying, 
“To him who sits upon the throne and to the Lamb be
blessing and honor and glory and might for ever and 
ever!” And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and 
the elders fell down and worshiped. Now I saw when 
the Lamb opened one of  the seven seals, and I heard 
one of  the four living creatures say, as with a voice of  
thunder, “Come!” And I saw, and behold, a white 
horse, and its rider had a bow; and a crown was given 
to him, and he went out conquering and to conquer. 
When he opened the second seal, I heard the second 
living creature say, “Come!” And out came another 
horse, bright red; its rider was permitted to take peace 
from the earth, so that men should slay one another; 
and he was given a great sword. When he opened the 
third seal, I heard the third living creature say, 
“Come!” And I saw, and behold, a black horse, and its 
rider had a balance in his hand; and I heard what 
seemed to be a voice in the midst of  the four living 
creatures saying, “A quart of  wheat for a denarius, and 
three quarts of  barley for a denarius; but do not harm 
oil and wine!” When he opened the fourth seal, I 
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heard the voice of  the fourth living creature say, 
“Come!” And I saw, and behold, a pale horse, and its 
rider’s name was Death, and Hades followed him; and 
they were given power over a fourth of  the earth, to 
kill with sword and with famine and with pestilence 
and by wild beasts of  the earth. When he opened the 
fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of  those who 
had been slain for the word of  God and for the 
witness they had borne; they cried out with a loud 
voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long 
before thou wilt judge and avenge our blood on those 
who dwell upon the earth?” Then they were each 
given a white robe and told to rest a little longer, until 
the number of  their fellow servants and their brethren
should be complete, who were to be killed as they 
themselves had been.
The Reader concludes: The Word of  the Lord.
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