YEAR 1, PROPER 25, SATURDAY: EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Ecclesiasticus uh-KILEE-zee-AS-ti-kuhs

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from Ecclesiasticus

He who keeps the law makes many offerings; he who
heeds the commandments sacrifices a peace offering.
He who returns a kindness offers fine flour, and he
who gives alms sacrifices a thank offering. To keep
from wickedness is pleasing to the Lord, and to
forsake unrighteousness is atonement. Do not appear
before the Lord empty-handed, for all these things are
to be done because of the commandment. The
offering of a righteous man anoints the altar, and its
pleasing odor rises before the Most High. The sacrifice
of a righteous man 1s acceptable, and the memory of it
will not be forgotten. Glority the Lord generously, and
do not stint the first fruits of your hands. With every
oift show a cheerful face, and dedicate your tithe with
gladness. Give to the Most High as he has given, and
as generously as your hand has found. For the Lord 1s
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the one who repays, and he will repay you sevenfold.
Do not offer him a bribe, for he will not accept it; and
do not trust to an unrighteous sacrifice; for the Lord 1s
the judge, and with him is no partiality. He will not
show partiality in the case of a poor man; and he will
listen to the prayer of one who is wronged. He will not
ignore the supplication of the fatherless, nor the
widow when she pours out her story. Do not the tears
of the widow run down her cheek as she cries out
against him who has caused them to fall? He whose
service 1s pleasing to the Lord will be accepted, and his
prayer will reach to the clouds. The prayer of the
humble pierces the clouds, and he will not be consoled
until it reaches the Lord; he will not desist until the
Most High visits him, and does justice for the
righteous, and executes judgment.

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second 1.esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew
Another parable Jesus put before the disciples, saying,
“The kingdom of heaven 1s like a grain of mustard
seed which a man took and sowed in his field; it 1s the
smallest of all seeds, but when it has grown it is the
greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the
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birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”
He told them another parable. “The kingdom of
heaven is like leaven which a woman took and hid in
three measures of flour, till it was all leavened.” All
this Jesus said to the crowds in parables; indeed he
said nothing to them without a parable. This was to
fulfil what was spoken by the prophet: “I will open my
mouth in parables, I will utter what has been hidden
since the foundation of the world.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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