
YEAR 1, PROPER 26, THURSDAY:
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Ezra
This is a copy of  the letter which King Ar-ta-xerx'es 
gave to Ezra the priest, the scribe, learned in matters 
of  the commandments of  the LORD and his statutes 
for Israel: “Ar-ta-xerx'es, king of  kings, to Ezra the 
priest, the scribe of  the law of  the God of  heaven. 
And now I make a decree that any one of  the people 
of  Israel or their priests or Levites in my kingdom, 
who freely offers to go to Jerusalem, may go with you.
For you are sent by the king and his seven counselors 
to make inquiries about Judah and Jerusalem according
to the law of  your God, which is in your hand, and 
also to convey the silver and gold which the king and 
his counselors have freely offered to the God of  
Israel, whose dwelling is in Jerusalem, with all the 
silver and gold which you shall find in the whole 
province of  Babylonia, and with the freewill offerings 
of  the people and the priests, vowed willingly for the 
house of  their God which is in Jerusalem. With this 
money, then, you shall with all diligence buy bulls, 
rams, and lambs, with their cereal offerings and their 
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drink offerings, and you shall offer them upon the 
altar of  the house of  your God which is in Jerusalem. 
Whatever seems good to you and your brethren to do 
with the rest of  the silver and gold, you may do, 
according to the will of  your God. The vessels that 
have been given you for the service of  the house of  
your God, you shall deliver before the God of  
Jerusalem. And whatever else is required for the house
of  your God, which you have occasion to provide, you
may provide it out of  the king’s treasury. And I, Ar-ta-
xerx'es the king, make a decree to all the treasurers in 
the province Beyond the River: Whatever Ezra the 
priest, the scribe of  the law of  the God of  heaven, 
requires of  you, be it done with all diligence, up to a 
hundred talents of  silver, a hundred cors of  wheat, a 
hundred baths of  wine, a hundred baths of  oil, and 
salt without prescribing how much. Whatever is 
commanded by the God of  heaven, let it be done in 
full for the house of  the God of  heaven, lest his wrath
be against the realm of  the king and his sons. We also 
notify you that it shall not be lawful to impose tribute, 
custom, or toll upon any one of  the priests, the 
Levites, the singers, the doorkeepers, the temple 
servants, or other servants of  this house of  God. And 
you, Ezra, according to the wisdom of  your God 
which is in your hand, appoint magistrates and judges 
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who may judge all the people in the province Beyond 
the River, all such as know the laws of  your God; and 
those who do not know them, you shall teach. 
Whoever will not obey the law of  your God and the 
law of  the king, let judgment be strictly executed upon
him, whether for death or for banishment or for 
confiscation of  his goods or for imprisonment.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Revelation to John
Then I looked, and lo, on Mount Zion stood the 
Lamb, and with him a hundred and forty-four 
thousand who had his name and his Father’s name 
written on their foreheads. And I heard a voice from 
heaven like the sound of  many waters and like the 
sound of  loud thunder; the voice I heard was like the 
sound of  harpers playing on their harps, and they sing 
a new song before the throne and before the four 
living creatures and before the elders. No one could 
learn that song except the hundred and forty-four 
thousand who had been redeemed from the earth. It is
these who have not defiled themselves with women, 
for they are chaste; it is these who follow the Lamb 
wherever he goes; these have been redeemed from 
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mankind as first fruits for God and the Lamb, and in 
their mouth no lie was found, for they are spotless. 
Then I saw another angel flying in midheaven, with an
eternal gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on 
earth, to every nation and tribe and tongue and people;
and he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him 
glory, for the hour of  his judgment has come; and 
worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and 
the fountains of  water.” Another angel, a second, 
followed, saying, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, 
she who made all nations drink the wine of  her 
impure passion.” And another angel, a third, followed 
them, saying with a loud voice, “If  any one worships 
the beast and its image, and receives a mark on his 
forehead or on his hand, he also shall drink the wine 
of  God’s wrath, poured unmixed into the cup of  his 
anger, and he shall be tormented with fire and sulphur 
in the presence of  the holy angels and in the presence 
of  the Lamb. And the smoke of  their torment goes up
for ever and ever; and they have no rest, day or night, 
these worshipers of  the beast and its image, and 
whoever receives the mark of  its name.” Here is a call 
for the endurance of  the saints, those who keep the 
commandments of  God and the faith of  Jesus. And I 
heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this: Blessed 
are the dead who die in the Lord henceforth.” 
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“Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest 
from their labors, for their deeds follow them!”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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