
YEAR 1, PROPER 26, SATURDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Ecclesiasticus
I will give thanks to thee, O Lord and King, and will 
praise thee as God my Savior. I give thanks to thy 
name, for thou hast been my protector and helper and 
hast delivered my body from destruction and from the
snare of  a slanderous tongue, from lips that utter lies. 
Before those who stood by thou wast my helper, and 
didst deliver me, in the greatness of  thy mercy and of  
thy name, from the gnashings of  teeth about to 
devour me, from the hand of  those who sought my 
life, from the many afflictions that I endured, from 
choking fire on every side and from the midst of  fire 
which I did not kindle, from the depths of  the belly of
Hades, from an unclean tongue and lying words—the 
slander of  an unrighteous tongue to the king. My soul 
drew near to death, and my life was very near to Hades
beneath. They surrounded me on every side, and there
was no one to help me; I looked for the assistance of  
men, and there was none. Then I remembered thy 
mercy, O Lord, and thy work from of  old, that thou 
dost deliver those who wait for thee and dost save 
them from the hand of  their enemies. And I sent up 

YEAR 1, PROPER 26, SATURDAY: EVENING PRAYER

ECCLESIASTICUS 51:1-12; MATTHEW 14:22-36



my supplication from the earth, and prayed for 
deliverance from death. I appealed to the Lord, the 
Father of  my lord, not to forsake me in the days of  
affliction, at the time when there is no help against the
proud. I will praise thy name continually, and will sing 
praise with thanksgiving. My prayer was heard, for 
thou didst save me from destruction and rescue me 
from an evil plight. Therefore I will give thanks to thee
and praise thee, and I will bless the name of  the Lord.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew
Then Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go
before him to the other side, while he dismissed the 
crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he 
went up on the mountain by himself  to pray. When 
evening came, he was there alone, but the boat by this 
time was many furlongs distant from the land, beaten 
by the waves; for the wind was against them. And in 
the fourth watch of  the night he came to them, 
walking on the sea. But when the disciples saw him 
walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a 
ghost!” And they cried out for fear. But immediately 
he spoke to them, saying, “Take heart, it is I; have no 
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fear.” And Peter answered him, “Lord, if  it is you, bid 
me come to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So 
Peter got out of  the boat and walked on the water and
came to Jesus; but when he saw the wind, he was 
afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save 
me.” Jesus immediately reached out his hand and 
caught him, saying to him, “O man of  little faith, why 
did you doubt?” And when they got into the boat, the 
wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him, 
saying, “Truly you are the Son of  God.” And when 
they had crossed over, they came to land at 
Gennesaret. And when the men of  that place 
recognized him, they sent round to all that region and 
brought to him all that were sick, and besought him 
that they might only touch the fringe of  his garment; 
and as many as touched it were made well.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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