YEAR 1, PROPER 27, SUNDAY:
EVENSONG & BENEDICTION

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Ecclesiasticus uh-KILLEE-zee-ASS-ti-kuhs

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from Ecclesiasticus

While I was still young, before I went on my travels, I
sought wisdom openly in my prayer. Before the
temple I asked for her, and I will search for her to the
last. From blossom to ripening grape my heart
delighted in her; my foot entered upon the straight
path; from my youth I followed her steps. I inclined
my ear a little and received her, and I found for myself
much instruction. I made progress therein; to him who
otves me wisdom I will give glory. For I resolved to
live according to wisdom, and I was zealous for the
good; and I shall never be put to shame. My soul
grappled with wisdom, and in my conduct I was strict;
I spread out my hands to the heavens, and lamented
my ignorance of her. I directed my soul to her, and
through purification I found her. I gained
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understanding with her from the first, therefore I will
not be forsaken. My heart was stirred to seek her,
therefore I have gained a good possession. The Lord
gave me a tongue as my reward, and I will praise him
with it.

The Reader concludes: 'The Word of the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel According to Luke
Jesus said also to the man who had invited him,
“When you give a dinner or a banquet, do not invite
your friends or your brothers or your kinsmen or rich
neighbors, lest they also invite you in return, and you
be repaid. But when you give a feast, invite the poor,
the maimed, the lame, the blind, and you will be
blessed, because they cannot repay you. You will be
repaid at the resurrection of the just.” When one of
those who sat at table with him heard this, he said to
him, “Blessed 1s he who shall eat bread in the kingdom
of God!” But he said to him, “A man once gave a
great banquet, and invited many; and at the time for
the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who
had been invited, ‘Come; for all 1s now ready.” But they
all alike began to make excuses. The first said to him,
‘I have bought a field, and I must go out and see it; I
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pray you, have me excused.” And another said, ‘I have
bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to examine them; I
pray you, have me excused.” And another said, ‘T have
married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.” So the
servant came and reported this to his master. Then the
householder in anger said to his servant, ‘Go out
quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in
the poor and maimed and blind and lame.” And the
servant said, ‘Sir, what you commanded has been
done, and still there is room.” And the master said to
the servant, ‘Go out to the highways and hedges, and
compel people to come 1n, that my house may be
filled. For I tell you, none of those men who were
invited shall taste my banquet.” ”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

At Euncharistic Benediction. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke
Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing
near to hear Jesus. And the Pharisees and the scribes
murmured, saying, ““I'his man receives sinners and eats
with them.” So he told them this parable: “What man
of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of
them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness,
and go after the one which is lost, until he finds it?
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And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders,
rejoicing. And when he comes home, he calls together
his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice
with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost.”
Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven
over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine
righteous persons who need no repentance.”

No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction.
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