
YEAR 1, PROPER 27, MONDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Joel
The word of  the LORD that came to Joel, the son of  
Pethu'el: Hear this, you aged men, give ear, all 
inhabitants of  the land! Has such a thing happened in 
your days, or in the days of  your fathers? Tell your 
children of  it, and let your children tell their children, 
and their children another generation. What the 
cutting locust left, the swarming locust has eaten. 
What the swarming locust left, the hopping locust has 
eaten, and what the hopping locust left, the destroying 
locust has eaten. Awake, you drunkards, and weep; and
wail, all you drinkers of  wine, because of  the sweet 
wine, for it is cut off  from your mouth. For a nation 
has come up against my land, powerful and without 
number; its teeth are lions’ teeth, and it has the fangs 
of  a lioness. It has laid waste my vines, and splintered 
my fig trees; it has stripped off  their bark and thrown 
it down; their branches are made white. Lament like a 
virgin girded with sackcloth for the bridegroom of  her
youth. The cereal offering and the drink offering are 
cut off  from the house of  the LORD. The priests 
mourn, the ministers of  the LORD. The fields are laid 
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waste, the ground mourns; because the grain is 
destroyed, the wine fails, the oil languishes. Be 
confounded, O tillers of  the soil, wail, O vinedressers, 
for the wheat and the barley; because the harvest of  
the field has perished. The vine withers, the fig tree 
languishes. Pomegranate, palm, and apple, all the trees 
of  the field are withered; and gladness fails from the 
sons of  men. Gird on sackcloth and lament, O priests,
wail, O ministers of  the altar. Go in, pass the night in 
sackcloth, O ministers of  my God! Because cereal 
offering and drink offering are withheld from the 
house of  your God. Sanctify a fast, call a solemn 
assembly. Gather the elders and all the inhabitants of  
the land to the house of  the LORD your God; and cry 
to the LORD.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew
Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from Jerusalem 
and said, “Why do your disciples transgress the 
tradition of  the elders? For they do not wash their 
hands when they eat.” He answered them, “And why 
do you transgress the commandment of  God for the 
sake of  your tradition? For God commanded, ‘Honor 
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your father and your mother,’ and, ‘He who speaks evil
of  father or mother, let him surely die.’ But you say, ‘If
any one tells his father or his mother, What you would
have gained from me is given to God, he need not 
honor his father.’ So, for the sake of  your tradition, 
you have made void the word of  God. You hypocrites!
Well did Isaiah prophesy of  you, when he said: ‘This 
people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far 
from me; in vain do they worship me, teaching as 
doctrines the precepts of  men.’ ” And he called the 
people to him and said to them, “Hear and 
understand: not what goes into the mouth defiles a 
man, but what comes out of  the mouth, this defiles a 
man.” Then the disciples came and said to him, “Do 
you know that the Pharisees were offended when they 
heard this saying?” He answered, “Every plant which 
my heavenly Father has not planted will be rooted up. 
Let them alone; they are blind guides. And if  a blind 
man leads a blind man, both will fall into a pit.” But 
Peter said to him, “Explain the parable to us.” And he 
said, “Are you also still without understanding? Do 
you not see that whatever goes into the mouth passes 
into the stomach, and so passes on? But what comes 
out of  the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this 
defiles a man. For out of  the heart come evil thoughts,
murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, 
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slander. These are what defile a man; but to eat with 
unwashed hands does not defile a man.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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