YEAR 1, PROPER 27, TUESDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Book of Joel

Alas for the day! For the day of the LORD i1s near, and
as destruction from the Almighty it comes. Is not the
food cut off before our eyes, joy and gladness from
the house of our God? The seed shrivels under the
clods, the storehouses are desolate; the granaries are
ruined because the grain has failed. How the beasts
groan! The herds of cattle are perplexed because there
is no pasture for them; even the flocks of sheep are
dismayed. Unto thee, O LORD, I cry. For fire has
devoured the pastures of the wilderness, and flame has
burned all the trees of the field. Even the wild beasts
cry to thee because the water brooks are dried up, and
fire has devoured the pastures of the wilderness. Blow
the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy
mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble,
for the day of the LORD is coming, it is near, a day of
darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick
darkness! Like blackness there 1s spread upon the
mountains a great and powerful people; their like has
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never been from of old, nor will be again after them
through the years of all generations. Fire devours
before them, and behind them a flame burns. The land
is like the garden of Eden before them, but after them
a desolate wilderness, and nothing escapes them. Their
appearance 1s like the appearance of horses, and like
war horses they run. As with the rumbling of chariots,
they leap on the tops of the mountains, like the
crackling of a flame of fire devouring the stubble, like
a powerful army drawn up for battle. Before them
peoples are in anguish, all faces grow pale. Like
warriors they charge, like soldiers they scale the wall.
They march each on his way, they do not swerve from
their paths. They do not jostle one another, each
marches in his path; they burst through the weapons
and are not halted. They leap upon the city, they run
upon the walls; they climb up into the houses, they
enter through the windows like a thief. The earth
quakes before them, the heavens tremble. The sun and
the moon are darkened, and the stars withdraw their
shining. The LORD utters his voice before his army,
for his host 1s exceedingly great; he that executes his
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word is powerful. For the day of the LORD is great and
very terrible; who can endure it?

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

For use with the Second Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Si'don SIGH-duhn

The Second 1.esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew
And Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the
district of Tyre and Si'don. And behold, a Canaanite
woman from that region came out and cried, “Have
mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter 1s
severely possessed by a demon.” But he did not
answer her a word. And his disciples came and begged
him, saying, “Send her away, for she is crying after us.”
He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel.” But she came and knelt before him,
saying, “Lord, help me.” And he answered, “It 1s not
fair to take the children’s bread and throw it to the
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dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the
crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus
answered her, “O woman, great is your faith! Be it
done for you as you desire.” And her daughter was

healed instantly.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

YEAR 1, PROPER 27, TUESDAY: EVENING PRAYER
JOEL 1:15-2:11*; MATTHEW 15:21-28

WE INCLUDE JOEL 2:3—11, THE SUGGESTED LENGTHENING, SO THAT WE CAN HEAR ALL OF THE
BOOK OF JOEL.



