
YEAR 1, PROPER 27, WEDNESDAY: EVENING PRAYER 
JOEL 2:12–20*; MATTHEW 15:29–39 
 
WE INCLUDE JOEL 2:20, OMITTED BY THE LECTIONARY FOR NO APPARENT REASON. 

YEAR 1, PROPER 27, WEDNESDAY: 
EVENING PRAYER 
 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Book of Joel 
“Yet even now,” says the LORD, “return to me with all 
your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with 
mourning; and rend your hearts and not your 
garments.” Return to the LORD, your God, for he is 
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love, and repents of evil. Who knows whether 
he will not turn and repent, and leave a blessing behind 
him, a cereal offering and a drink offering for the 
LORD, your God? Blow the trumpet in Zion; sanctify a 
fast; call a solemn assembly; gather the people. Sanctify 
the congregation; assemble the elders; gather the 
children, even nursing infants. Let the bridegroom 
leave his room, and the bride her chamber. Between 
the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers 
of the LORD, weep and say, “Spare thy people, O 
LORD, and make not thy heritage a reproach, a byword 
among the nations. Why should they say among the 
peoples, ‘Where is their God?’ ” Then the LORD 
became jealous for his land, and had pity on his people. 
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The LORD answered and said to his people, “Behold, I 
am sending to you grain, wine, and oil, and you will be 
satisfied; and I will no more make you a reproach 
among the nations. I will remove the northerner far 
from you, and drive him into a parched and desolate 
land, his front into the eastern sea, and his rear into the 
western sea; the stench and foul smell of him will rise, 
for he has done great things.” 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
For use with the Second Lesson 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 

 
Mag'adan   MAG-uh-dan 

 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew 
And Jesus went on from there and passed along the 
Sea of Galilee. And he went up on the mountain, and 
sat down there. And great crowds came to him, 
bringing with them the lame, the maimed, the blind, 
the dumb, and many others, and they put them at his 
feet, and he healed them, so that the throng wondered, 
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when they saw the dumb speaking, the maimed whole, 
the lame walking, and the blind seeing; and they 
glorified the God of Israel. Then Jesus called his 
disciples to him and said, “I have compassion on the 
crowd, because they have been with me now three 
days, and have nothing to eat; and I am unwilling to 
send them away hungry, lest they faint on the way.” 
And the disciples said to him, “Where are we to get 
bread enough in the desert to feed so great a crowd?” 
And Jesus said to them, “How many loaves have you?” 
They said, “Seven, and a few small fish.” And 
commanding the crowd to sit down on the ground, he 
took the seven loaves and the fish, and having given 
thanks he broke them and gave them to the disciples, 
and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And they all 
ate and were satisfied; and they took up seven baskets 
full of the broken pieces left over. Those who ate were 
four thousand men, besides women and children. And 
sending away the crowds, he got into the boat and 
went to the region of Mag'adan. 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.  


