
YEAR 1, PROPER 27, THURSDAY: EVENING 
PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Joel
The Lord said to his people, “Fear not, O land; be glad
and rejoice, for the LORD has done great things! Fear 
not, you beasts of  the field, for the pastures of  the 
wilderness are green; the tree bears its fruit, the fig tree
and vine give their full yield. Be glad, O sons of  Zion, 
and rejoice in the LORD, your God; for he has given 
the early rain for your vindication, he has poured 
down for you abundant rain, the early and the latter 
rain, as before. The threshing floors shall be full of  
grain, the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. I will 
restore to you the years which the swarming locust has
eaten, the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, my 
great army, which I sent among you. You shall eat in 
plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of  the 
LORD your God, who has dealt wondrously with you. 
And my people shall never again be put to shame. You
shall know that I am in the midst of  Israel, and that I, 
the LORD, am your God and there is none else. And 
my people shall never again be put to shame.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew
The Pharisees and Sad'ducees came, and to test Jesus 
they asked him to show them a sign from heaven. He 
answered them, “When it is evening, you say, ‘It will be
fair weather; for the sky is red.’ And in the morning, ‘It
will be stormy today, for the sky is red and 
threatening.’ You know how to interpret the 
appearance of  the sky, but you cannot interpret the 
signs of  the times. An evil and adulterous generation 
seeks for a sign, but no sign shall be given to it except 
the sign of  Jonah.” So he left them and departed. 
When the disciples reached the other side, they had 
forgotten to bring any bread. Jesus said to them, “Take
heed and beware of  the leaven of  the Pharisees and 
Sad'ducees.” And they discussed it among themselves, 
saying, “We brought no bread.” But Jesus, aware of  
this, said, “O men of  little faith, why do you discuss 
among yourselves the fact that you have no bread? Do
you not yet perceive? Do you not remember the five 
loaves of  the five thousand, and how many baskets 
you gathered?  Or the seven loaves of  the four 
thousand, and how many baskets you gathered? How 
is it that you fail to perceive that I did not speak about 
bread? Beware of  the leaven of  the Pharisees and 
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Sad'ducees.” Then they understood that he did not tell 
them to beware of  the leaven of  bread, but of  the 
teaching of  the Pharisees and Sad'ducees.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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