
YEAR 1, PROPER 28, WEDNESDAY:
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  the Maccabees
Judas and his brothers saw that misfortunes had 
increased and that the forces were encamped in their 
territory. They also learned what the king had 
commanded to do to the people to cause their final 
destruction. But they said to one another, “Let us 
repair the destruction of  our people, and fight for our 
people and the sanctuary.” And the congregation 
assembled to be ready for battle, and to pray and ask 
for mercy and compassion. Jerusalem was uninhabited
like a wilderness; not one of  her children went in or 
out. The sanctuary was trampled down, and the sons 
of  aliens held the citadel; it was a lodging place for the
Gentiles. Joy was taken from Jacob; the flute and the 
harp ceased to play. So they assembled and went to 
Miz'pah, opposite Jerusalem, because Israel formerly 
had a place of  prayer in Miz'pah. They fasted that day, 
put on sackcloth and sprinkled ashes on their heads, 
and rent their clothes. And they opened the book of  
the law to inquire into those matters about which the 
Gentiles were consulting the images of  their idols. 
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They also brought the garments of  the priesthood and
the first fruits and the tithes, and they stirred up the 
Nazirites who had completed their days; and they cried
aloud to Heaven, saying, “What shall we do with 
these? Where shall we take them? Thy sanctuary is 
trampled down and profaned, and thy priests mourn in
humiliation. And behold, the Gentiles are assembled 
against us to destroy us; thou knowest what they plot 
against us. How will we be able to withstand them, if  
thou dost not help us?” Then they sounded the 
trumpets and gave a loud shout. After this Judas 
appointed leaders of  the people, in charge of  
thousands and hundreds and fifties and tens. And he 
said to those who were building houses, or were 
betrothed, or were planting vineyards, or were 
fainthearted, that each should return to his home, 
according to the law. Then the army marched out and 
encamped to the south of  Emma'us. And Judas said, 
“Gird yourselves and be valiant. Be ready early in the 
morning to fight with these Gentiles who have 
assembled against us to destroy us and our sanctuary. 
It is better for us to die in battle than to see the 
misfortunes of  our nation and of  the sanctuary. But as
his will in heaven may be, so he will do.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Revelation to John
Then came one of  the seven angels who had the seven
bowls full of  the seven last plagues, and spoke to me, 
saying, “Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of  
the Lamb.” And in the Spirit he carried me away to a 
great, high mountain, and showed me the holy city 
Jerusalem coming down out of  heaven from God, 
having the glory of  God, its radiance like a most rare 
jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. It had a great, high 
wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, 
and on the gates the names of  the twelve tribes of  the 
sons of  Israel were inscribed; on the east three gates, 
on the north three gates, on the south three gates, and 
on the west three gates. And the wall of  the city had 
twelve foundations, and on them the twelve names of  
the twelve apostles of  the Lamb. And he who talked 
to me had a measuring rod of  gold to measure the city
and its gates and walls. The city lies foursquare, its 
length the same as its breadth; and he measured the 
city with his rod, twelve thousand stadia; its length and
breadth and height are equal. He also measured its 
wall, a hundred and forty-four cubits by a man’s 
measure, that is, an angel’s. The wall was built of  
jasper, while the city was pure gold, clear as glass. The 
foundations of  the wall of  the city were adorned with 
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every jewel; the first was jasper, the second sapphire, 
the third agate, the fourth emerald, the fifth onyx, the 
sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl,
the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh 
jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. And the twelve gates 
were twelve pearls, each of  the gates made of  a single 
pearl, and the street of  the city was pure gold, 
transparent as glass.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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