
YEAR 1, PROPER 28, THURSDAY: 
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  the Maccabees
Gor'gias took five thousand infantry and a thousand 
picked cavalry, and this division moved out by night to
fall upon the camp of  the Jews and attack them 
suddenly. Men from the citadel were his guides. But 
Judas heard of  it, and he and his mighty men moved 
out to attack the king’s force in Emma'us while the 
division was still absent from the camp. When 
Gor'gias entered the camp of  Judas by night, he found
no one there, so he looked for them in the hills, 
because he said, “These men are fleeing from us.” At 
daybreak Judas appeared in the plain with three 
thousand men, but they did not have armor and 
swords such as they desired. And they saw the camp 
of  the Gentiles, strong and fortified, with cavalry 
round about it; and these men were trained in war. But
Judas said to the men who were with him, “Do not 
fear their numbers or be afraid when they charge. 
Remember how our fathers were saved at the Red Sea,
when Pharaoh with his forces pursued them. And now
let us cry to Heaven, to see whether he will favor us 
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and remember his covenant with our fathers and crush
this army before us today. Then all the Gentiles will 
know that there is one who redeems and saves Israel.” 
When the foreigners looked up and saw them coming 
against them, they went forth from their camp to 
battle. Then the men with Judas blew their trumpets 
and engaged in battle. The Gentiles were crushed and 
fled into the plain, and all those in the rear fell by the 
sword. They pursued them to Gaza'ra, and to the 
plains of  Idume'a, and to Azo'tus and Jam'nia; and 
three thousand of  them fell. Then Judas and his force 
turned back from pursuing them, and he said to the 
people, “Do not be greedy for plunder, for there is a 
battle before us; Gor'gias and his force are near us in 
the hills. But stand now against our enemies and fight 
them, and afterward seize the plunder boldly.” Just as 
Judas was finishing this speech, a detachment 
appeared, coming out of  the hills. They saw that their 
army had been put to flight, and that the Jews were 
burning the camp, for the smoke that was seen showed
what had happened. When they perceived this they 
were greatly frightened, and when they also saw the 
army of  Judas drawn up in the plain for battle, they all 
fled into the land of  the Philistines. Then Judas 
returned to plunder the camp, and they seized much 
gold and silver, and cloth dyed blue and sea purple, 
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and great riches. On their return they sang hymns and 
praises to Heaven, for he is good, for his mercy 
endures for ever. Thus Israel had a great deliverance 
that day.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Revelation to John
And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the 
Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the city 
has no need of  sun or moon to shine upon it, for the 
glory of  God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. By 
its light shall the nations walk; and the kings of  the 
earth shall bring their glory into it, and its gates shall 
never be shut by day—and there shall be no night 
there; they shall bring into it the glory and the honor 
of  the nations. But nothing unclean shall enter it, nor 
any one who practices abomination or falsehood, but 
only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of  life. 
Then he showed me the river of  the water of  life, 
bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of  God and 
of  the Lamb through the middle of  the street of  the 
city; also, on either side of  the river, the tree of  life 
with its twelve kinds of  fruit, yielding its fruit each 
month; and the leaves of  the tree were for the healing 
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of  the nations. There shall no more be anything 
accursed, but the throne of  God and of  the Lamb 
shall be in it, and his servants shall worship him; they 
shall see his face, and his name shall be on their 
foreheads. And night shall be no more; they need no 
light of  lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their 
light, and they shall reign for ever and ever.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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