
YEAR 1, PROPER 28, FRIDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Malachi
You have wearied the LORD with your words. Yet you 
say, “How have we wearied him?” By saying, “Every 
one who does evil is good in the sight of  the LORD, 
and he delights in them.” Or by asking, “Where is the 
God of  justice?” “Behold, I send my messenger to 
prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you 
seek will suddenly come to his temple; the messenger 
of  the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is 
coming, says the LORD of  hosts. But who can endure 
the day of  his coming, and who can stand when he 
appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ 
soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of  silver, and 
he will purify the sons of  Levi and refine them like 
gold and silver, till they present right offerings to the 
LORD. Then the offering of  Judah and Jerusalem will 
be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of  old and as in
former years. Then I will draw near to you for 
judgment; I will be a swift witness against the 
sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who 
swear falsely, against those who oppress the hireling in 
his wages, the widow and the orphan, against those 
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who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, 
says the LORD of  hosts. For I the LORD do not 
change; therefore you, O sons of  Jacob, are not 
consumed. From the days of  your fathers you have 
turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them.
Return to me, and I will return to you, says the LORD 
of  hosts. But you say, ‘How shall we return?’ Will man 
rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say, ‘How 
are we robbing thee?’ In your tithes and offerings. You
are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me; the 
whole nation of  you. Bring the full tithes into the 
storehouse, that there may be food in my house; and 
thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of  hosts, if  I
will not open the windows of  heaven for you and pour
down for you an overflowing blessing. I will rebuke 
the devourer for you, so that it will not destroy the 
fruits of  your soil; and your vine in the field shall not 
fail to bear, says the LORD of  hosts. Then all nations 
will call you blessed, for you will be a land of  delight, 
says the LORD of  hosts.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew
Calling to him a child, Jesus put the child in the midst 
of  the disciples, and said, “See that you do not despise
one of  these little ones; for I tell you that in heaven 
their angels always behold the face of  my Father who 
is in heaven. What do you think? If  a man has a 
hundred sheep, and one of  them has gone astray, does
he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go 
in search of  the one that went astray? And if  he finds 
it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices over it more than over
the ninety-nine that never went astray. So it is not the 
will of  my Father who is in heaven that one of  these 
little ones should perish. If  your brother sins against 
you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him 
alone. If  he listens to you, you have gained your 
brother. But if  he does not listen, take one or two 
others along with you, that every word may be 
confirmed by the evidence of  two or three witnesses. 
If  he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; 
and if  he refuses to listen even to the church, let him 
be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly, I say 
to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven. Again I say to you, if  two of  you 
agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done 

YEAR 1, PROPER 28, FRIDAY: EVENING PRAYER

MALACHI 2:17–3:12*; MATTHEW 18:10–20



for them by my Father in heaven. For where two or 
three are gathered in my name, there am I in the midst
of  them.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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