
YEAR 1, PROPER 28, SATURDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Malachi
“Your words have been stout against me, says the 
LORD. Yet you say, ‘How have we spoken against 
thee?’ You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What is 
the good of  our keeping his charge or of  walking as in
mourning before the LORD of  hosts? Henceforth we 
deem the arrogant blessed; evildoers not only prosper 
but when they put God to the test they escape.’ ” 
Then those who feared the LORD spoke with one 
another; the LORD heeded and heard them, and a 
book of  remembrance was written before him of  
those who feared the LORD and thought on his name. 
“They shall be mine, says the LORD of  hosts, my 
special possession on the day when I act, and I will 
spare them as a man spares his son who serves him. 
Then once more you shall distinguish between the 
righteous and the wicked, between one who serves 
God and one who does not serve him. For behold, the
day comes, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant
and all evildoers will be stubble; the day that comes 
shall burn them up, says the LORD of  hosts, so that it 
will leave them neither root nor branch. But for you 
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who fear my name the sun of  righteousness shall rise, 
with healing in its wings. You shall go forth leaping 
like calves from the stall. And you shall tread down the
wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of  your 
feet, on the day when I act, says the LORD of  hosts. 
Remember the law of  my servant Moses, the statutes 
and ordinances that I commanded him at Horeb for 
all Israel. Behold, I will send you Eli'jah the prophet 
before the great and terrible day of  the LORD comes. 
And he will turn the hearts of  fathers to their children 
and the hearts of  children to their fathers, lest I come 
and smite the land with a curse.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew
Peter came up and said to Jesus, “Lord, how often 
shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As 
many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “I do not say 
to you seven times, but seventy times seven. Therefore
the kingdom of  heaven may be compared to a king 
who wished to settle accounts with his servants. When
he began the reckoning, one was brought to him who 
owed him ten thousand talents; and as he could not 
pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, with his wife and 
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children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 
So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Lord, 
have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 
And out of  pity for him the lord of  that servant 
released him and forgave him the debt. But that same 
servant, as he went out, came upon one of  his fellow 
servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing 
him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ So his 
fellow servant fell down and besought him, ‘Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you.’ He refused and 
went and put him in prison till he should pay the debt. 
When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, 
they were greatly distressed, and they went and 
reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his
lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked 
servant! I forgave you all that debt because you 
besought me; and should not you have had mercy on 
your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ And in 
anger his lord delivered him to the jailers, till he should
pay all his debt. So also my heavenly Father will do to 
every one of  you, if  you do not forgive your brother 
from your heart.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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