
YEAR 1, PROPER 29, SUNDAY: EVENSONG & BENEDICTION 
ZECHARIAH 8:1–13*; LUKE 19:11–27; ISAIAH 44:1–8 
 
THE READINGS FROM ZECHARIAH ARE REORDERED THROUGH SATURDAY OF PROPER 29 SO THAT 

THE LAST EIGHT CHAPTERS OF THE BOOK ARE READ THIS WEEK. THE FIRST EIGHT CHAPTERS ARE 

READ DURING YEAR 1, ADVENT 3, AT EVENING PRAYER. 

YEAR 1, PROPER 29, SUNDAY: 
EVENSONG & BENEDICTION 
 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Book of Zechariah 
And the word of the LORD of hosts came to me, 
saying, “Thus says the LORD of hosts: I am jealous for 
Zion with great jealousy, and I am jealous for her with 
great wrath. Thus says the LORD: I will return to Zion, 
and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem, and Jerusalem 
shall be called the faithful city, and the mountain of 
the LORD of hosts, the holy mountain. Thus says the 
LORD of hosts: Old men and old women shall again sit 
in the streets of Jerusalem, each with staff in hand for 
very age. And the streets of the city shall be full of 
boys and girls playing in its streets. Thus says the 
LORD of hosts: If it is marvelous in the sight of the 
remnant of this people in these days, should it also be 
marvelous in my sight, says the LORD of hosts? Thus 
says the LORD of hosts: Behold, I will save my people 
from the east country and from the west country; and 
I will bring them to dwell in the midst of Jerusalem; 
and they shall be my people and I will be their God, in 
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faithfulness and in righteousness.” Thus says the 
LORD of hosts: “Let your hands be strong, you who in 
these days have been hearing these words from the 
mouth of the prophets, since the day that the 
foundation of the house of the LORD of hosts was 
laid, that the temple might be built. For before those 
days there was no wage for man or any wage for beast, 
neither was there any safety from the foe for him who 
went out or came in; for I set every man against his 
fellow. But now I will not deal with the remnant of 
this people as in the former days, says the LORD of 
hosts. For there shall be a sowing of peace; the vine 
shall yield its fruit, and the ground shall give its 
increase, and the heavens shall give their dew; and I 
will cause the remnant of this people to possess all 
these things. And as you have been a byword of 
cursing among the nations, O house of Judah and 
house of Israel, so will I save you and you shall be a 
blessing. Fear not, but let your hands be strong.”  
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord. 
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Gospel According to Luke 
As they heard these things, Jesus proceeded to tell a 
parable, because he was near to Jerusalem, and 
because they supposed that the kingdom of God was 
to appear immediately. He said therefore, “A 
nobleman went into a far country to receive a 
kingdom and then return. Calling ten of his servants, 
he gave them ten pounds, and said to them, ‘Trade 
with these till I come.’ But his citizens hated him and 
sent an embassy after him, saying, ‘We do not want 
this man to reign over us.’ When he returned, having 
received the kingdom, he commanded these servants, 
to whom he had given the money, to be called to him, 
that he might know what they had gained by trading. 
The first came before him, saying, ‘Lord, your pound 
has made ten pounds more.’ And he said to him, ‘Well 
done, good servant! Because you have been faithful in 
a very little, you shall have authority over ten cities.’ 
And the second came, saying, ‘Lord, your pound has 
made five pounds.’ And he said to him, ‘And you are 
to be over five cities.’ Then another came, saying, 
‘Lord, here is your pound, which I kept laid away in a 
napkin; for I was afraid of you, because you are a 
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severe man; you take up what you did not lay down, 
and reap what you did not sow.’ He said to him, ‘I will 
condemn you out of your own mouth, you wicked 
servant! You knew that I was a severe man, taking up 
what I did not lay down and reaping what I did not 
sow? Why then did you not put my money into the 
bank, and at my coming I should have collected it with 
interest?’ And he said to those who stood by, ‘Take 
the pound from him, and give it to him who has the 
ten pounds.’ (And they said to him, ‘Lord, he has ten 
pounds!’) ‘I tell you, that to every one who has will 
more be given; but from him who has not, even what 
he has will be taken away. But as for these enemies of 
mine, who did not want me to reign over them, bring 
them here and slay them before me.’ ” 
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.  
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For use with the Reading at Benediction 
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960): 
 

Jeshu'run   je-SHUU-run 
 
 
At Eucharistic Benediction. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Book of Isaiah 
But now hear, O Jacob my servant, Israel whom I 
have chosen! Thus says the LORD who made you, who 
formed you from the womb and will help you: Fear 
not, O Jacob my servant, Jeshu'run whom I have 
chosen. For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and 
streams on the dry ground; I will pour my Spirit upon 
your descendants, and my blessing on your offspring. 
They shall spring up like grass amid waters, like 
willows by flowing streams. This one will say, ‘I am 
the LORD’s,’ another will call himself by the name of 
Jacob, and another will write on his hand, ‘The 
LORD’s, and surname himself by the name of Israel.” 
Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his 
Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: “I am the first and I am 
the last; besides me there is no god. Who is like me? 
Let him proclaim it, let him declare and set it forth 
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before me. Who has announced from of old the things 
to come? Let them tell us what is yet to be. Fear not, 
nor be afraid; have I not told you from of old and 
declared it? And you are my witnesses! Is there a God 
besides me? There is no Rock; I know not any.” 
 
No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction. 


