
YEAR 1, PROPER 29, MONDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Zechariah
An Oracle. The word of  the LORD is against the land 
of  Ha'drach and will rest upon Damascus. For to the 
LORD belong the cities of  A'ram, even as all the tribes 
of  Israel; Ha'math also, which borders thereon, Tyre 
and Si'don, though they are very wise. Tyre has built 
herself  a rampart, and heaped up silver like dust, and 
gold like the dirt of  the streets. But lo, the Lord will 
strip her of  her possessions and hurl her wealth into 
the sea, and she shall be devoured by fire. Ash'kelon 
shall see it, and be afraid; Ga'za too, and shall writhe in
anguish; Ekron also, because its hopes are 
confounded. The king shall perish from Ga'za; 
Ash'kelon shall be uninhabited; a mongrel people shall
dwell in Ashdod; and I will make an end of  the pride 
of  Philistia. I will take away its blood from its mouth, 
and its abominations from between its teeth; it too 
shall be a remnant for our God; it shall be like a clan 
in Judah, and Ekron shall be like the Jeb'usites. Then I 
will encamp at my house as a guard, so that none shall 
march to and fro; no oppressor shall again overrun 
them, for now I see with my own eyes. Rejoice greatly, 
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O daughter of  Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of  
Jerusalem! Lo, your king comes to you; triumphant 
and victorious is he, humble and riding on an ass, on a 
colt the foal of  an ass. I will cut off  the chariot from 
E'phraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the 
battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall command 
peace to the nations; his dominion shall be from sea to
sea, and from the River to the ends of  the earth. As 
for you also, because of  the blood of  my covenant 
with you, I will set your captives free from the 
waterless pit. Return to your stronghold, O prisoners 
of  hope; today I declare that I will restore to you 
double. For I have bent Judah as my bow; I have made
E'phraim its arrow. I will brandish your sons, O Zion, 
over your sons, O Greece, and wield you like a 
warrior’s sword. Then the LORD will appear over 
them, and his arrow go forth like lightning; the Lord 
GOD will sound the trumpet, and march forth in the 
whirlwinds of  the south. The LORD of  hosts will 
protect them, and they shall devour and tread down 
the slingers; and they shall drink their blood like wine, 
and be full like a bowl, drenched like the corners of  
the altar. On that day the LORD their God will save 
them for they are the flock of  his people; for like the 
jewels of  a crown they shall shine on his land.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew
Now when Jesus had finished these sayings, he went 
away from Galilee and entered the region of  Judea 
beyond the Jordan; and large crowds followed him, 
and he healed them there. And Pharisees came up to 
him and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful to divorce 
one’s wife for any cause?” He answered, “Have you 
not read that he who made them from the beginning 
made them male and female, and said, ‘For this reason 
a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined 
to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? So 
they are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore 
God has joined together, let not man put asunder.” 
They said to him, “Why then did Moses command one
to give a certificate of  divorce, and to put her away?” 
He said to them, “For your hardness of  heart Moses 
allowed you to divorce your wives, but from the 
beginning it was not so. And I say to you: whoever 
divorces his wife, except for unchastity, and marries 
another, commits adultery.” The disciples said to him, 
“If  such is the case of  a man with his wife, it is not 
expedient to marry.” But he said to them, “Not all 
men can receive this saying, but only those to whom it 
is given. For there are eunuchs who have been so from
birth, and there are eunuchs who have been made 
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eunuchs by men, and there are eunuchs who have 
made themselves eunuchs for the sake of  the kingdom
of  heaven. He who is able to receive this, let him 
receive it.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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